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A Theory on the Formation of the Achaemenid Empire: from Parsua to Parsa

Mohammad.T. Atayi
Abstract: The Persians, as an Indo-Iranian group of people, entered the Iranian Plateau from the
northeast and settled in the Saravan, Kamyaran, and Sanandaj region in western Iran along the Great
Khorasan Road. The toponym Parsua, that was probably derived from their name, is a Persian word
meaning ‘borderland’. This name has frequently been cited in Neo-Assyrian, Neo-Babylonian, Neo-
Elamite, Urartian and Old Persian sources in different formats, but with the same root. Assyriologists
investigations suggest that there were two distinct Parsuas: a northwestern Parsua that corresponds
with Sanandaj and its environs, and southeastern Parsua to the east of Elam and north of the pres-
ent day province of Fars. Old theories argued for a migration of the Persians from the northwest to
southeast Parsua.

With the discovery of archaeological evidence for Iron Age III in Fars that bridges the archaeo-
logical gap between the Shogha-Taimuran Phase and the Achaemenid period, it is appropriate to re-
consider the earlier theories on why and how the Persians arrived in Fars. Underpinning of the new
theory is based on historical analogies with the rise of the Qajar, Afsar, Saljug and Zand dynasties.
Theses polities were all tribes in the service of their preceding states, responsible with defending the
borderlands with forming a buffer zone/state.

The revival of the Neo-Elamite authority corresponded with the rise of the Median confederacy
on the Iranian Plateau at its imperialistic ambitions. Based on the current theory, in order to control
these unruly tribe, the Elamite state used the Persian troops. This process most likely commenced
during the reign of Sutruk-Nahhunte II. With his approval, the ‘early Persians’ settled in northern Fars
sometime before 705 BC. Thus, with creating a buffer polity in its northern borders, Elam managed to
harness the warlike Medes and assured that his flank is safe, muster his forces towards Assyria. It is
conceivable that the Neo-Elamite relief at Nags-e Rostam was carved during his reign to commemo-
rate his regaining of control of An$an, the historical pact with the ‘early Persians’ and thwarting the
Median imperialism.

In this paper, new locations have been proposed for the kingdom of Hudimiri and the city of
Ansan. The similarity between the names Hudimiri and (H)utpirri -the way-station after Hidalu on
the royal road Persepolis-Susa- allows us to place the ancient kingdom of Hudimiri in Agajari, Omidi-
yeh, Hendijan, Bandar-e MahSahr, and the Zaiydoun Plain. Also, with corroborating the site of Takht
Sang with the Achaemenid Yada/Ans$an, the mystery of the abandoned Elamite Ansan vs. the occu-
pied Achaemenid Ansan begins to make sense. This site is located about 9 km to the northeast of
Malyan. The buffer polity of the Persians, tantamount to later episodes in Iranian history, e.g., the
Qajars, Afsarids, and the Saljug, took advantage of Elam’s demise and declared their independence.
They subdued Media and Elam and established the Achaemenid Empire.

Keywords: Parsua, Neo-Elamite, Assyria, Medes, 'early Persians', buffer state, Achaemenid empire.
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