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Darevskia steineri (Eiselt, 1995)

Steiner’s Lacerta
18 o cole slaol
Lacerta steineri Eiselt, 1995
Lacerta steineri: Anderson, 1999
Darevskia steineri: Amold et al., 2007

Exterior characteristics: Ground color of
the back brownish olive, pattern black; the
dorsum traversed by a vertebral row of small
flecks, which longitudinally connected, form a
narrow, jagged stripe; on either side, paralleling
the vertebral stripe, a series of small flecks;
the latter run along the flanks and enclose
large whitish ocelli and are continued on the
sides of the tail as a series of dark spots, as also
the dorsal longitudinal stripe along the tail is
broken up into similar flecks. Ventral plates
more or less rectangular in shape with nearly
rectilinear posterior margins; collar not serrated
dorsals smooth 53 to 60 across middle of body;
single postnasal; row of granules separating
supraoculars and supraciliaries unbroken; 25
gulars; 16 femoral pores on each side. Snout-
vent length 68 mm, tail 126 mm.

Global distribution: Iran.

Reproduction: Itis oviparous.

Behavior: Itits diurnal.
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Darevskia valentini (Boettger, 1892)
Caucasian Rock Lizard
18 o oole slaol
Lacertamuralis var. valentini Boettger, 1892

Lacertavalentini: Anderson, 1999
Darevskiavalentini: Bischoff, 2002

Exterior characteristics: Dorsal ground color
olive-yellow, yellowish green, greenish yellow,
bright green, or greenish brown; occipital stripe
consists of large irregularly spaced black or
dark brown blotches, some coveringup to 30 to
40 body scales, in some cases reduced in size,
forming continuous reticulum; broad black or
dark brown temporal stripes bear 1 to 3 rows of
rounded bright (blue in post-maxillary zone)
spots; head with irregular black blotches and
spots; During breeding season venter including
throat and head of both sexes bright yellowish
orange, extreme lateral rows of ventrals in
males acquire bright or light blue color. Ventral
plates more or less rectangular in shape with
nearly rectilinear posterior margins; collar not
serrated; dorsals smooth, 41 to 53 across middle
of body; single postnasal; row of granules
separating supraoculars and supraciliaries
usually incomplete,rarely complete or absent;
21t029 gulars; 14 to 22 femoral pores on each
side. Snout-ventlength 78 mm, tail 134 mm.
1 distribution: Armenia, Turkey,

nd '

ction: Lays4 or5eggs.
or: Itits diurnal.
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Eremias acutirostris

(Boulenger, 1887)
Reticulate Desert Lizard

18 o oole slaol
Scapteira acutirostris Boulenger, 1887
Eremias (Scapteira) acutirostris: Lantz, 1928
Eremias acutirostris: Anderson, 1999

Exterior characteristics: A fine reticulum of
reddish brown over dorsum ofback and limbs
enclosing pale tan or cream spots top of head
light brown with scattered small dark brown
Spots and marks; venter pale yellow or creamy
white. Subocular not bordering mouth; fourth
toe with distinct fringe on both lateral and
medial sides; ungual lamellae of fingers and toes
with prominent, flat, lateral expansions; scales
offlanks not larger than those of back; series of
broad plates on lower surface oftibiamore than
twice asbroad as adjacent scales. Snout-vent 70
mm, tail 118 mm.

Global distribution: Iran, Afghanistan and
Pakistan.

Reproduction: Nodatais available.
Behavior: They are diurnal and their activities
arereduced during hot hours of the day. They
runrapidly over loose surfaces and burrow into
sand and make tunnels beneath the surface.
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Eremias andersoni
Darevsky & Szczerbak, 1978
Kavir Racer-runner

18 o oole slaol
Eremias andersoni Darevsky & Szczerbak, 1978
Rhabderemias andersoni: Welch, 1983

Eremias andersoni: Anderson, 1999

Exterior characteristics: Sandy gray dorsally
with 9 dark brown longitudinal stripes. medial
stripes broken into separate, more or less wavy
segments, some passing onto tail, one extending
fromeye along flank to anterior half of tail; limbs
above with light circular or oval spots on dark
brown background. Venter white. Subocular
in contact with edge of mouth; frontal and
supraoculars not separated by a complete row
of granules; nostril situated among 3 nasals and
widely separated from supralabials; ventrals in
13 to 14 oblique longitudinal series; series of
femoral pores separated by space not greater
than one-fourth of one row; supracaudals weakly
keeled; fourth toe without long flat projecting
scales. Snout-vent40 mm, tail 90 mm.

Global distribution: Iran.

Reproduction: Lays2to4 eggs.

Behavior: They are diurnal and their activities
are reduced during hot hours of the day. In
emergency conditions climb up the bushes or
burrow into the sand near the bushes base.
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Eremias arguta (Pallas, 1773)
Steppe Runner

183 o cods gla ol
Lacerta arguta Pallas, 1773
Ommateremias arguta transcaucasica:
Welch, 1983
Eremias arguta: Engelmann et al., 1993

Exterior characteristics: Gray dorsally,
young with white Ocelli edged with black, these
sometimes confluent into transverse bands, rarely
into 6 or 8 longitudinal streaks; ocelli persistin
adults or replaced by black marbling or irregular
transverse bars; dark spots or blotches sometimes
present on head; venter white. Three nasals,
lower in contact with 2 or 3 anterior supralabials;
2 large supraoculars, first usually shorter than
second, as long as, or shorter than its distance
from second loreal; frontonasal single; subocular
notbordering mouth; the 2 series of femoral pores
separated by a space atleast one-halfthe length of
each; fifth toe with 2 complete rows of subdigital
scales and one incomplete row of small lateral
scales. Snout-ventlength 100 mm, tail 144 mm.
Global distribution: Iran, Turkey, Romania,
Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Armenia,
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Ukraine,
Russia, Georgia, Tajikistan, Mongoliaand China.
Reproduction: Lays3to 11 eggs.

Behavior: Itis diurnal and hides under stones,

bushes, inrodent burrows or tunnels that they
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Eremias fasciata Blanford, 1874
Sistan Race-runner
183 o sole Lol
Eremias fasciata Blanford, 1874

Rhabderemias fasciata: Welch, 1983
Eremias fasciata: Anderson, 1999

Exterior characteristics: Dorsum with
alternating light and dark lines, the dark lines
varying from pale tan to chocolate brown, light
lines creamy white to buffadult with 5 to 8 dark
stripes, no light spots within dark snipes; head
uniform brown. Three nasals, lower in contact
with 2 or 3 anterior supralabials; fourth toe with
2 complete rows of subdigital scales, 28 to 30
inarow, and complete row of sharply pointed
lateral scales, i.e., total of 4 scales counted
around penultimate phalanx; 21 to 30 gular
scales in straight median series; 2 series of
femoral pores separated by space not greater
than one-fourth length of each. Snout-vent 63
mm, tail (Regenerated) 111 mm.

Global distribution: Iran, Afghanistan and
Pakistan.

Reproduction: Itis oviparous.

Behavior: This species is diurnal. [t becomes
inactive during the hot hours of the day. When
threatened, itmay climbintobushes. =
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Eremias grammica
(Lichtenstein, 1823)
Reticulate Race-runner
183 e ol Bl
Lacerta grammica

Lichtenstein in Eversmann, 1823
Scapteira grammica: Welch, 1983
Eremias grammica: Anderson, 1999

Exterior characteristics: Fine reticulum of
dark brown or reddish brown over back and
limbs enclosing cream or tan spots; top of head
light brown with scattered small dark brown
spots and marks; venter creamy white. Lower
nasal resting on 2 or 3 supralabials; subocularnot
bordering mouth; subdigital lamellae smooth, 20
to 22 under fourth toe, which has distinct fringe
on lateral and medial sides, formed by complete
row of sharply pointed scales; ungual lamellae
offingers and toes with prominent, flat lateral
expansions; scales of flanks distinctly larger than
those of back; broad plates on lower surface of
lower leg not twice as broad as adjacent scales.
Snout-vent 100 mm, tail 167 mm.

Global distribution: Iran, Turkmenistan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, Chinaand
Kazakhstan.

Reproduction: Laysupto 6 eggs.

Behavior: They are diurnal and burrows into
the sand near the bushes base during hot hours
ofthe day.
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Eremias intermedia (Strauch, 1876)
Medial Race-runner
183 e ole g ol
Podarces (Eremias) intermedia Strauch, 1876

Eremias intermedius: Bogdanov, 1882
Eremias intermedia: Anderson, 1999

Exterior characteristics: Dorsum gray with
brown tinge; longitudinal rows of small round
or oval whitish spots edged with dark brown
orblack onbody; a few scattered dark, usually
elongated spots or narrow stripe along mid-
dorsum; limbs with more or less ocellate spots
above; venter white. Three nasals, lower in
contact with 2 or 3 supralabials; subocularnot
bordering mouth; fourth toe without distinct
fringe, with single row of subdigital scales;
space separating series of femoral pores at
least one-third length of each; tympanic shield
usually distinct; fourth supraocular usually
distinct. Snout-vent 54 mm, tail 91 mm.

Global distribution: Iran, Kazakhstan,

Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.

roduction: No datais availal
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Eremias kavirensis
Mozaffari & Parham, 2007
Maranjaab Race-runner

Exterior characteristics: In life, the
background color of the dorsum is sandy,
yellowish brown, and broken by grey transverse
bars that are sometimes bordered with darker
brown margins. There are dark brown spots on the
head thatare larger on the posterior head scales.
The dorsal side of the limbs has enlarged light
spots that, on the tibia especially, merge into semi-
transverse stripes. Four pairs of submaxillary
shields, with the first three pairs in contact;
7 sublabials; 8 supralabials, 7 anterior to the
subocular; subocular not bordering the mouth;
dorsal smooth, granular, becoming slightly larger
laterally; 76 dorsal scales across the middle of
dorsum, and about 190 scales in asingle row from
occiputto a point just above the vent; caudals
elongate, and distinctly keeled distally; tibia
covered ventrally by two plates in atransverse
row; 18 distinct fringes under the fourth toe; 19
femoral pores on each side, separated 8 scales.
Snout-vent 83 mm, tail 172mm.
Global distribution: Iran.
Reproduction: No datais available.
Behavior: Itis diurnal and burrows into the sand

shes base during hot hours of the da
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Eremias lalezharica Moravec, 1994
Kerman Race-runner
18y ol slaol
Eremias (Eremias) lalezharica Moravec, 1994
Eremias lalezharica: Anderson, 1999

Exterior characteristics: Dorsum is dark
cream to reddish brown with two dorsal and
two dorsolateral light longitudinal stripes more
or less interrupted into small whitish spots;
lateral and median edges of these spots bordered
with black; on flank a light lateral stripe
from posterior edge of ear to groin; between
dorsolateral and lateral stripes arow of greenish
blue ocelli extending from in front of forelimbs
to above insertion ofhind limbs; venter white.
Several (3 to 5) smaller shields situated
laterally and posterior to fourth submaxillary
shield, instead of a distinct individual fifth
submaxillary. The smaller shields can also
surround the fourth submaxillary and together
with itborder the third submaxillary. Snout-vent
to 79 mm, tailto 126 mm.

Global distribution: Iran.

Reproduction: Itis oviparous and lays eggs in
early summer.
Behavior: Itis diurnal and hides between or
under stones. RO S
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Eremias lineolata (Nikolsky, 1896)
Striped Race-runner
1831 yio ool gl
Scapteira lineolata Nikolsky, 1896

Rhabderemias lineolata: Welch, 1983
Eremias lineolata: Anderson, 1999

Exterior characteristics: Dorsum sandy cream
with 7 or 8 brown stripes, outer dorsolateral
stripes broadest; head uniform light brown or
with small dark spots; limbs with light rounded
or oval spots on dark brown background; sides
and underside of tail yellow in life; venter
white. Adults and juveniles similarly marked.
Subocular bordering mouth; lateral scales of
fourth toe in complete row length oftoe, forming
distinct fringe; single row of subdigital scales,
1.e., total of 3 scales counted around fourth toe
(exceptan extra scale may be presentat join);
tiblal scales more than twice as adjacent scales.
Snout-ventlength 55 mm, tail 116 mm.

Global distribution: Iran, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan and
Afghanistan.

Reproduction: Lays 3 to 6 eggs.

Behavior: Itis diurnal and digs into sands in
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Eremias montanus

Rastegar-pouyani &
Rastegar-pouani, 2001
Mountain Race-runner

Y ko dd.c LAY
Eremias novo

Rastegar-pouyani & Rastegar-pouani, 2006

Exterior characteristics: Dorsum uniformly
dark brown, interrupted by five light, narrow
longitudinal stripes; one vertebral bifurcating
onthe nape, two paravertebrals on each side;
ventral region dirty white, suffused by bluish
brown; Subocular bordering mouth; five pairs of
submaxillary shields, first three pairs in contact;
18t0 20 lamellae under fourth toe, no fringes on
the toes, 18to 19 femoral pores in each side, the
two series separated by three scales; dorsal scales
smooth and granular, 61 to 68 scales across the
middle of dorsum, 13 to 14 longitudinal and 27
to 28 transverse rows of almost squarish ventral
plates from collar to hindlimbs. Snout-vent
length 59 mm; tail 95 mm.
Global distribution: Iran.
Reproduction: No dataavailable.
Behavior: They are diurnal. When alarmed,
they take refuge under the shrubs or inside the
-
underground holes.
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Eremias nigrocellata Nikolsky, 1896
Black-ocellated Race-runner
18y ol glaol
Eremias nigrocellata Nikolsky, 1896
Eremias (Ommateremias) nigrocellata:

Szczerbak, 1974
Eremias nigrocellata: Anderson, 1999

Exterior characteristics: Dorsum gray with
fairly large light gray or nearly white circular
spots bordered with black in 6 to 10 more or
less regular longitudinal rows; ocelli faint or
absent on mid-dorsum; venter white; young and
adults similarly marked. Three nasals, lower in
contact with 2 or 3 supralabials; subocular not
bordering mouth; fourth toe without distinct
fringe, with 2 rows of subdigital scales, internal
much the larger, tympanic scale usually small or
indistinct; fourth supraocular usually indistinct.
Snout-vent length 83 mm, tail 100 mm.
Global distribution: Iran, Afghanistan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan.
Reproduction: Itis oviparous.
Behavior: They are diurnal and dig into sands
in erqle_rgen_cy "siﬂ;aﬁolngs." =M %,
N Ly R S

o
’

435 blib ¢S oty o 15 2B sl S g
Sedie el bdsdo & blote gy (6 S5 )y S
W)la0e3 9 b g 039y et iy pdaw Sl w10 blis

Faio Y A Sgyawl gy cubass)h coSgdw
Wl p e iSOl s 0 b wled 3 i 55 Sy sl
polae Sgp sl a5 5118 o 25 50 Sgy cind, 93 5030115
9AY &30 b0y Jsbo sl pastial Ygass ol (Y,
o a3 b

5 OlteS 3 LSl lisilidl 2 (Slor S 3
Sy

w35 556 365 )1 6 59315

ol g0 53 g Gl Jlab 59, 4565 (12,8, g dLe
9y 98 rdwle (19,0 4 jlas



381 ilao
Eremias papenfussi
Mozaffari, Ahmadzadeh
& Parham, 2011
Alborz Eremias

Exterior characteristics: Dorsum is dark
cream to light brown with a series of five
longitudinal dark brown or black stripes. White
dots in four longitudinal rows are scattered
among dark spots. A chocolate brown to
brownish-orange stripe containing irregular
dark spots and dark margined light ocelli start
at the tympanum, cross the lateral sides and
continue along entire tail length. The venter
and ventral side of tail are white. Subocular
bordering mouth; eight supralabials, five anterior
to subocular; lateral scales of the fourth toe do
not form distinct fringes; row of 19 to 26 femoral
pores thatreaches knee, two series of femoral
pores separated by two scales; 5 submaxillary
shields, first three pairs in contact; 56 to 63 scales
across middle of dorsum; 14 to 15 longitudinal
and 30 to 33 transverse rows of ventral plates;
upper caudal scales smooth and without distinct
keel. Snout-vent length 62 mm, tail 85 mm.
Global distribution: Iran.
Reproduction: This species is oviparous.
Behavior: This lizard is diurnal. ¥
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Eremias persica Blanford, 1875

Persian Race-runner

18 o cole slaol
Eremias persica Blanford, 1875
Podarces (Eremias) persica: Bedriaga, 1879
Eremias persica: Frynta et al., 1997

Exterior characteristics: Juveniles pale gray
or tan dorsally, with 4 dark brown longitudinal
stripes on back between dorsolateral white
sported brown to black stripes; vertebral stripe
being light; in adults dark stripes break up into 4
more or less regular rows of black spots on light
ground; broad dorsolateral stripe remains more
or less continuous for at least major portion
ofits length, containing single or double row
of white ocelli and contrasting strongly with
sandy-brown ground color; venter white; distal
partoftail bluish to greenish blue in juveniles.
All characters are same as E.strauchi except
having 28 to 39 gulars, 56 to 70 dorsals and 23
to 35 scales in ninth or tenth caudal annulus.
Snout-vent length 98 mm; tail 168 mm.
Global distribution: Iran, Turkmenistan,
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Reproduction: Itlays4 to 6 eggs.

Behavior: They are diurnal and become active
atthe firsthours after the sunrise. Their activities

arereduced duringhothours of the day. Thereis =~
apositiverelationship between its population .

and the rodents’ holes. They walk around the

- ' ~ baseofshrubs when pursued. Whenthreatelﬁd,'
. takerefugebeneaththelargestnearbush, =

=

&S S5y 4 B3ty a3 6 2 (S S 39
990 At gl J1B ol o 4y Siio b (slogad S5y ¢ o oleg
@)z 4 osll > Job bskas (315 )18 (s o
g 0 0378 (g dine 3 S (gla JB Sl plite s
355 ool st JBlas ol gl Sl 3 i
laie 13655yt JB oy 0L L9 a5 S 0 j900
Caawd S o (0S o Silo o0 (8L Sy (slogrd s
Sy YA YA (136115 51 108 s 0945 00303 jawr s loio o]
Eor—il el aslen o gy s by jo sla (S plosepd

ol yio Juo VEA £ Jsb 90 2 5o U0 gy Jsbo ]
UL,MS)J,UL»SL col::“dliého‘)i\ :a%)b U‘““s‘ﬁ

.J)l.‘,\fuﬁw%?bf9m|)|i§p56&9§&|:ﬁo@93
Ly el Yh b g sl Jlab 55, b ¥ ()2, U8y g lale
oS Sy 3.5 o JElly 358 ol 3 ad el
98 51 8 (Sl g0 Jlub yué Ioaome g, p 5 el )3
53b5 (Kl 4595 () S oo Cllab 905 093 At 55
YL Olfﬁya_wdsuﬂohp))BJ)b OB N Flyw ey

ool &S S0 5wl )1 ye3 (6 R0 Camon jlea il
g0 oly 353 S35 digy (335 ) 4y Syl

.




Ay o

Eremias pleskei Bedriaga, 1907
Pleske's Race-runner

18 o cole slaol
Eremias pleskei Bedriaga, 1907
Eremias (Rhabderemias) pleskeri:

Szczerbak, 1974

Eremias pleskei: Engelmannetal., 1993

Exterior characteristics: Lightbrown above,
with 7 brown longitudinal lines broader than
interspaces, vertebral stripe bifurcating on nape,
stripe on flank faint; limbs with light ocelli;
Venter cream; lower surface of tail yellow
and sides of body yellowish in life. Lower
nasal resting on 2 or 3 supralabials; subocular
bordering mouth; lateral scales of fourth toe not
forming distinct fringe; series of femoral pores
separated by space at least one-third length of
each. Snout-vent length 60 mm, tail 106 mm.
Global distribution: Iran, Armenia, Turkey
and Azerbaijan.

Reproduction: Three or four eggs are laid.
Behavior: Itis diurnal and hides between stones
- orinburrows. ' . '
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Eremias strauchi Kessler, 1878

Strauch’s Race-runner

18 o cole slaol
Eremias strauchi Kessler, 1878
Eremias velox strauchi: Nikolsky, 1915
Eremias strauchi: Engelmann et al., 1993

Exterior characteristics: Dorsum sandy
brown, yellow gray, olive gray, or brownish gray;
vertebral region uniform, without spots in adults;
2 prominentblack dorsolateral stripes on each side
ofback contains up to 4 complete or partial rows
of light spots; dorsolateral dark stripe frequently
breaking up inplaces leaving dark margined light
ocelli; spots and ocelli continue onto neck and onto
anterior part of tail; lower row of spots or ocelli
brightblue or yellow green; ventral surface of tail
yellow in juveniles. Lower nasal resting on 2 or 3
supralabials; subocular bordering mouth; lateral
scales of fourth not forming distinct fringe; series
of femoral pores separated by space not greater
than one-fourth length of each; fourth toe with
single row of subdigital scales, complete row of
somewhat smaller ventrolateral scales, and a few
scattered, much smaller dorsolateral scales not
forming complete row (total of 3 scales around
penultimate phalange of fourth toe); 19 to 33
gulars;48 to 68 dorsals; 20 to 35 scales in ninth or
tenth caudal annulus. Snout-vent length 68 mm,
tail 122 mm.

Global distribution: Iran, Armenia, Turkey,
Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan.
Reproduction: Itis oviparous.

Behavior: They are diurnal and when threatene
they escape intorock cracks.
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Eremias velox (Pallas, 1771)
Central Asian Race-runner
133 pio ol 5ol
LacertaveloxPallas, 1771
Eremiasvelox: Wiegmann, 1834

Exterior characteristics: Gray, brownish, or
dark brown on dorsum; adults with irregular
longitudinal rows of dark spots and sometimes
dark margined white ocelli; flanks with bright
blue ocelli resulting from break-up of dark
dorsolateral line present in juveniles; venter white,
lower surfaces of throat, shoulders, and groin
sometimes yellowish, at least in males; young
with 3 dark stripes on dorsum between dorsolateral
stripes which contain light spots; vertebral stripe
dark, bifurcating on nape; ventral surface of
tail and sometimes backs of thighs carmine
red injuveniles. Adults with dark interrupted
dorsolateral black stripe forming ocelli with white
spots. All characters are same as E.strauchi except
having 23 to 25 gulars,46to 56 dorsalsand 23 t0 35
scales inninth or tenth caudal annulus. Snout-vent
length to 77 mm, tail to 144 mm.

Global distribution: Iran, China, Kazakhstan,
Georgia, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Russiaand
Azerbaijan.

Reproduction: Itlays4to 12 eggs.
Behavior: They are diurnal and reduce their -

activities during hot hours of the day. They stay

near the large bushes and do not go faT ei’way
from that. :
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Iranolacerta brandtii

(De Filippi, 1863)
Brandt’s Persian Lizard

18 o cole slaol

Lacerta brandtii De Filippi 1863
Lacerta brandtii: Anderson, 1999
Iranolacerta brandtii: Arnold et al., 2007

Exterior characteristics: Pale brown orolive
gray above, with small black spots tending to
form reticulation; males with whitish-yellow
throat and abdomen, outer abdominal scales
greenish with small black and bright blue
dots; in females, dorsolateral stripe white,
breaking up into spots posteriorly, throat and
abdomen light bluish, head greenish during
breeding, anal region, thighs, and lower base
oftail orange; young gray above with 2 series
of black markings along back; Transverse
series of ventral plates with rectilinear ornearly
rectilinear posterior margins, in 8 longitudinal
rows; dorsal scales smooth and granular; 2
superposed postnasals; pterygoid teeth present.
Snout-vent length 75 mm, tail 138 mm.
Global distribution: Iran and Azerbaijan.
Reproduction: Itis oviparous.

y, =3 o 2
Behavior: Itits diurnal. It takes refuge under s

bushesandstones. " |
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Iranolacerta zagrosica
(Rastegar-pouyani & Nilson, 1998)
Zagrosian Lacerta
10831 yio ool Lol
Lacertazagrosica

Rastegar-pouyani & Nilson, 1998
Lacertazagrosica: Anderson, 1999
Iranolacertazagrosica: Arnold et al., 2007

Exterior characteristics: Dorsal surface of
head olive brown green with irregular dark spots
and dots, ground color of dorsum green, with
numerous dark spots on sides having tendency
to form areticulation, encompassing light green
spaces; dorsal surface oftail also light green with
irregular dark spots scattered throughout; the
venter of the female is more or less whitish blue
and inmaleis dark blue, mixed with black Spots
and dots; these black markings most numerous
onthe ventrolateral and gular regions; postanal
region, is yellowish cream; 10 longitudinal
rows of ventral plates; 58 to 61 smooth, granular
scales across dorsum; single postnasal; 7 pairs of
submaxillary scales; obtusely keeled subdigital
lamellae. Snout-vent length 68 mm; tail 114 mm.
Global distribution: Iran.

Reproduction: Itis oviparous.

Behavior: Itits diurnal. It forages and basks on
rocks and takes refuge under large rocks.
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Lacerta media Lantz & Cyrén, 1920
Giant Green Lizard, Three-lined Lizard
13y ke Lol
Lacerta media media Lantz & Cyrén, 1920

Lacerta viridis Khalaf, 1961
Lacerta media: Fu & Murphy 1997

Exterior characteristics: Young dark olive
brown, with 5 light lines on dorsum, anterior
half of lateral streak broken up into spots;
adults without pattern of light lines; dorsum
predominantly green to olive brown, Uniform
or speckled, mottled, or flecked with black.
All adults with blue on sides of neck. Venter
greenish white to greenish yellow. Three year
old and older males with blue flecks or bands
on flanks. Ventral plates trapezoidal with
notches between plates, in 6 longitudinal rows;
enlarged marginals lacking or few in number,
collar strongly serrated; usually 2 superposed
postnasals; one or two preoculars; usually 20 to
26 temporal scales; fifth submaxillary small; 12
to 16 femoral pores, row of pores not reaching
knee. Snout-vent 116 mm, tail 263 mm.
Global distribution: Georgia, Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Iran, Turkey, Palestine, Jordan,
Syria, Lebanon and Russia.

Reproduction: Itis oviparous.

Behavior: Itits diurnal and more active in
summer and warm days.
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Lacerta strigata Eichwald, 1831
Caspian Green Lizard

18 o code slaol
Lacerta viridis var. strigata: Boulenger, 1887
Lacerta strigata strigata: Wettstein, 1951

Exterior characteristics: Young light olive
brown, almost always with 5 light lines ; adults
without light lines; dorsum green (in various
shades), uniform, or speckled with black dots;
hind limbs and tail (often sacral region as well)
light to gray brown; remnants of three dorsal
lines still in evidence, dorsum finely sprinkled
to coarsely flecked with black; old males in
some populations have blue coloration on chin,
throat, and sides ofneck, varying in extent and
intensity. Transverse series of ventral plates
with notches between plates, in 6 (rarely 8)
longitudinal series; collar strongly serrated;
usually 2 superposed postnasals; 25 to 29
subdigital lamellae under fourth toe; 37 to 49
dorsals at midbody; tympanic shield present;
17to 21 femoral pores, row of pores complete
up to knee; rarely over 20 temporal scales;
fifth submaxillary well developed. Snout-vent
102 mm, tail 202 mm.
Global distribution: Iran, Russia, Georgia,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and Turkey.
Reproduction: Itis oviparous and lays 6 to 11
eggs. Females usually lay eggs 2 times per year.
Behavior: Itits diurnal and more active at mid
days. Itisusually active among bushes, grasses.
Nhen threatened. thev run ranid 1nd ash
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Mesalina brevirostris Blanford, 1874
Blanford's Short-nosed Desert Lizard

183 e ole ol
Mesalina brevirostris Blanford, 1874

Eremias brevirostris: Boulenger, 1887
Mesalina brevirostris: Anderson, 1999

Exterior characteristics: Gray or grayish
brown above, usually with numerous large whitish
ocelli edged with black arranged in more or less
regular longitudinal rows; sometimes small dark
brown or rusty spots; on back and larger ones
onsides; on tail pattern gradually changes to
alternating light and dark half-rings; three nasals,
lower in contact with rostral and first supralabial;
ventral platesin 12 (rarely 10) straight longitudinal
series; occipital absent or minute, not in contact
with interparietal; collar curved or angular; head
not strongly depressed, 1.2 to 1.35 as long as
broad; 30 to 50 scales across middle ofback; 16 to
28 lamellae under fourth toe. Snout-vent length 56
mm; tail 102 mm.

Global distribution: Saudi Arabia, Paklstaﬂ,
Iran, Syria, Turkey, Jordan Iraq, _,_',’7
United Arab Emi tes and Leb an n.,
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Mesalina watsonana
(Stoliczka, 1872)
Persian Long-tailed Lizard
1831 yio ol gLl
Eremias (Mesalina) watsonana Stoliczka, 1872

Mesalinawatsonana: Murray, 1884
Mesalinawatsonana: Bischoff, 1995

Exterior characteristics: Grayish brown or
olivaceous above; dorsum with longitudinal
series of small white spots, accompanied or
edged by black spots, small white spots edged
with black on flanks; often light dorsolateral
stripe running to eye; limbs marbled with black
and white; black streak on posterior aspect of
thigh; three nasals, lower in contact with rostral
and first supralabial; ventral plates in 10 (rarely
8) straight longitudinal series; small occipital
present; collar complete or nearly so, its scales
distinctly enlarged. Snout-vent length 56 mm;
tail 114 mm.

Global distribution: Iran, Turkmenistan,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and India.
Reproduction: Itis oviparous.
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Ophisops elegans Ménétriés, 1832
Snake-eyed Lizard
18 o cole slaol
Ophisops elegans Ménétriés, 1832
Ophisops blanfordi Schmidt, 1939
Ophisops elegans: Anderson, 1999

Exterior characteristics: Olive greenish
or brownish above, with 2 light dorsolateral
stripes, upper running from supraciliary margin
to tail; lower running from below eye through
ear, along flank to hind limb; upper margin of
dorsolateral stripe spotted with black; light
stripes occasionally absent in adults; a series of
small vertebral spots occasionally present; venter
greenish white; Hatchlings with contrasting
chocolate brown and bright yellow stripes. Lower
eyelid fused with upper, with large transparent
disc; ventral plates smooth; collar weakly
defined, or absent in middle; subdigital lamellae
keeled; dorsal scales rhombic, imbricate,
strongly keeled; femoral pores present. Snout-
ventlength 62 mm, tail 104 mm.
Global distribution: Iran, Georgia, Armenia,
Azerbaij anj‘Bul garia, Greece, Cyprus, Turkey,
ia, Libya, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Palestine,
n, Iraq, Pakistan and India.
rodu'stion: Itlays 3 to 6 eggs.
ehavior: They are diurnal and hide under the
bushes, holes or rock cracks and sometimes
l?rrov(/ into loose soil.
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Timon kurdistanica (Suchow, 1936)
Kurdistan Lizard
18 o cole slaol
Lacertaprinceps kurdistanica Suchow, 1936
Timon princeps kurdistanicus: Trapp, 2006
Timon kurdistanicus: Ahmadzadehetal., 2012

Exterior characteristics: Dorsum light yellow
to olive brown, often olive gray; dark brown
flecks ontop ofhead; flanks with longitudinal
rows of whitish spots edged with dark brown,
largest and most sharply delineated interiorly,
smaller and irregular caudad and ventrad;
venter white to light grayish-yellow. Juveniles
appear uniform at first glance due to indistinct
pattern. Old adult females show wash of bluish
gray on part of head which is black in males.
Outer row of ventrals (marginals) keeled, as
are all flank scales; neck scales keeled; lower
edge of subocular half or greater than half
maximum length of shield; 17to 19 gulars; 16 to
21 femoral pores on each side. Snout-vent 148
mm; tail 303 mm.
Global distribution: Iran, Turkey, Syria and
Iraq.
Reprod‘ﬁéﬁ@s oviparous.
Behavior: Itits diurnal. In early hours of the
morning occupies tlipanopies of oak trees
and atnoon or until evé‘dg
_ __‘E)an_ath oak trees or on land.
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Timon princeps (Blanford, 1874)
Zagrosian Lizard
N RN PIPLIONF

Lacerta princeps Blanford, 1874
Lacerta princeps princeps: Anderson, 1999
Timon princeps: Bischoff, 2005

Exterior characteristics: Adult males dorsum
uniform beige with pale greenish cast, top ofhead
olive gray; olive gray zone extends over supra-
temporals and temporals, coalescing with light
gray blue, which covers maxillary and mandibular
region; throat and collar light straw yellow;
venter white; axillary region and sides of thorax
with prominent black-ringed, intense blue ocelli,
posteriorly small ocelli or black spots on flanks in
longitudinal row extending to insertion of hind
limb, butnot onto base of tail. Adult females like
males, but without blue color on head; ground
colorsomewhat darker; fewer ocelli on flanks; the
ventral surface of the tail in the female sometimes
red. Outer row of ventrals (marginals) notkeeled,
adjacent 1 to 3 rows of flank scales smooth or
weakly keeled; neck scales smooth; 20 to 22
gulars; lower edge of subocular less than half
maximal length of shield; 13 to 17 femoral pores
on each side. Snout-vent 145 mm; tail 289 mm.
Global distribution: Iran.
Reproduction: Itis oviparous.

Behavior: The behavior ofthis species is similar: :

to Timon kurdistanicus. - .
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Ablepharus bivittatus (Menetries, 1832)

Twin-striped Skink

18 o cole slaol
Scincus bivittatus Menetries, 1832
Ablepharus Menestriesii: Duméril & Bibron, 1839

Ablepharus bivittatus: Greer, 1974

Exterior characteristics: Body and tail
bronze-olive above, with darker spots with light
central shaft, or each scale of back with two to
three short dark marks; dark stripe, edged above
and below with white, along entire body, through
eye, from nostril; venter greenish white. Eyelids
immovable; four longitudinal rows of scales
on dorsum; 22 to 25 scales around midbody;
three supraoculars, two in contact with frontal;
prefrontals large, usually forming median suture
and separating frontal from frontonasal; two
frontoparietals; four upper labials in front of
subocular. Snout-vent length 60 mm, tail 88 mm.
Global distribution: Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Turkmenistan, Iran, Turkey and Afghanistan.
Reproduction: Itlays4 to 5 eggs.

Behavior: Ititsadiurnal and a secretive animal.
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Ablepharus pannonicus
(Fitzinger, 1823)
Asian Snake-eyed Skink
18 o cole slaol
Scincus pannonicus Fitzinger in Lichtenstein, 1823
Ablepharus pannonicus: Fitzinger, 1824

Exterior characteristics: Olive or brownish
above, with metallic gloss; dark brown
dorsolateral stripe with whitish edge above;
flanks with less distinct dark longitudinal lines;
ventral surface oftail and hind legs brick-red or
orange during breeding. Eyelids immovable;
four longitudinal rows of scales on dorsum;
scale rows at midbody usually 20, rarely 18
or 22; two upper scales of periocular circle
much enlarged; frontoparietal usually single;
prefrontals separated; four anterior supralabials;
ear opening small but distinct. Snout-vent length
inmales 50mm, and in females 60 mm.
Global distribution: Georgia, Turkmenistan,
Iran, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, Oman,
Jordan, Indiaand United Arab Emirates.
Reproduction: Itlays4to 5 eggs.
Behavior: Itits diurnal. Itisasecretive animal.
It hides beneath stones among earth cracks
entering by serpentine movement with limbs
pressed to the body. . - W
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Chalcides ocellatus (Forskal, 1775)
Ocellated Skink

18y ol slaol
LacertaocellataForskal, 1775
Sincus ocellatus: Olivier, 1801

Chalcides ocellatus: Boulenger, 1887

Exterior characteristics: Lightbrown above,
shading to pale yellow or cream on sides
and belly; black spots transversely arranged
or confluent, forming irregular crossbars,
each black spot with a central cream spot or
longitudinal bar labials cream, margined with
black. Snout conical, end of snout scarcely
projecting beyond mouth; ear opening much
larger than nostril; limbs pentadactyl; nostril
pierced just above suture between rostral and
first supralabial; usually fifth labial enters orbit
28to 32 scales around body. Snout-vent length
to 122 mm, tail 84 mm.

Global distribution: Iran, Italy , Malta,
Greece, Cyprus, Turkey, Lebanon, Syria,
Turkmenistan, Saudi Arabia, [raq, Oman,
Morocco, Mauritania, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya,
Jordan, Egypt, Niger, Palestine, Kenya,
Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Sudan, Chad,
Yemen, United Arab Emirates and Pakistan.
Reproduction: This lizard is viviparous and
gives birth up to 20 neonates.

Behavior: This skink is diurnal and it refuges
beneath bushes and rocks.
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Eumeces schneideri (Daudin, 1802)

Schneider’s Skink

18 o cole slaol
Scincus schneideri Daudin, 1802
Eumeces schneideri: Boulenger, 1887

Exterior characteristics: Dorsum nearly
uniform brownish slate or brownish gray to
lavender, some scattered gray flecks; A narrow
lateral cream, orange or reddish line from
posterior labials through ear along sides to
groin, below this line, grayish, becoming lighter
below or a white lateral stripe runs from below
or behind eye, through ear to thigh; this stripe
bordered above by stripe darker than dorsum,
most pronounced in juveniles; base of tail
reddish ornot; dorsum with or without orange or
reddish flecks. Postnasal absent; palpebral scales
separated from superciliaries; median preanal
scales overlap outer, two azygous postmentals;
two median rows of dorsal scales broader than
those on flanks, ear with 3 to 6 acute lobules;
scalesin26to 28 rows at midbody. Snout-vent
length 165 mm, tail 202 mm.
Globaldistribution: Iran, Iraq, Algeria, Tunisia,
Libya, Egypt, Palestine, Cyprus, Turkey, Syria,
Lebanon, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Russia, India,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Georgia,
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Reproduction: Itis oviparous.

Behavior: Itis Diurnal, seeking refuge under
stones, in burrows of other animals, or its own
shallow burrows 40 to 100 cm long.
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