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Rhynchocalamus melanocephalus
(Nikolsky, 1899)

Palestine Kukri Snake
18 o cole slaol
Contia satunini Nikolsky, 1899
Rhynchocalamus satunini: Reed& Marx, 1959
Rhynchocalamus melanocephalus satunini:
Darevsky, 1970

Exterior characteristics: Body uniform
yellow, olive-red or brownish-orange; top
ofthe head and the gular region dark blue or
black; ventral whitish yellow. A single square
loreal shield (sometimes absent); dorsal scales
smooth, in 15 rows at midbody; 7 supralabials;
8 infralabials; ventral scales 203 to 212;
subcaudal scales 70 to 78; anal divided. Total
length41 cm;tail 9 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Turkey and Iraq.
Reproduction: Very little is known about
its reproductive habits. It is most likely to be
oviparous.
Behavior: Asitisasecretive species, little is
known aboutit’s behaviorand life history.
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Scutophis moilensis (Reuss, 1834)
Moila Snake

18 o cole slaol
Coluber moilensis Reuss, 1834
Malpolon moilensis: Parker, 1931
Scutophis moilensis: Brandstatter, 1995
Malpolon moilensis: Rastegar-pouyani et al.,2008
Rhagerhis moilensis: Bohme & De Pury, 2011

Exterior characteristics: Body yellowish
brown or grey with dark spots; two brown or
black stripes on each side of head and corner
of mouth; venter white or yellow, unicolor or
with pink spots. Profile of head distinctly and
sharply convex, triangular from top view; snout
narrow and pointed; ; Dorsal scales without
keels, in 17 rows at midbody; frontal as broad
as the supraocular; a single loreal; 8 (rarely 7)
supralabials, 2 in contact with orbit; 11 or 12
infralabials; ventral scales 167 to 185; subcaudal
scales 56t095; anal divided. Total length 117 cm;
tail 20 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Morocco, Algeria,
Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Philistine, Jordan,
Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Oman, United Arab
Emirates, Kuwait, Mauritania, Niger, Mali,
Sudan, Eritrea and Ghana.
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Spalerosophis diadema
(Schlegel, 1837)
Royal Snake
183 o ole glool

Coluber diadema Schlegel, 1837
Spalerosophis schirazianus: Schmidt, 1939
Spalerosophis diadema schirazanus:

Nilson&Andren, 1981

Exterior characteristics: Body buff, pale grey,
light olive brown with polygonal dark spots mid-
dorsally and small alternating rows of small,
black spots laterally; neck region with Pale-edged
elliptical spots; venter usually pale, without
spots. Dorsalsin 27 or 29 (rarely 31 or 33) rows;
11to 13 supralabials; 11 to 14 infralabials;
supralabials separated from eye; 8 to 12 scales
around eye; ventrals 216 to 248; subcaudals 64 to
91.Totallength 188 cm; tail 27 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, India, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Morocco,
Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Palestine, Jordan,
Syria, Mauritania, Mali, Niger, Sudan, Turkey,
Oman, United Arab Emirates and Kuwait.
Reproduction: Lays 3 to 5 eggs each time.
Behavior: Like some other Colubrid snakes,
this species also produces chemical secretions
from an oral gland, which are toxic to small
mammals, butnotto humans. When threatened
hiss and make rapid strikes.
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Spalerosophis microlepis Jan, 1865
Zebra Snake
1831 yio ol glgal

Spalerosophis microlepis Jan, 1865
Zamenis microlepis: Boulenger, 1893
Spalerosophis microlepis: Schmidt, 1939

Exterior characteristics: Body light grey to
brown, anteriorly with zigzag-shaped polygonal
dark spots, with black stripes on both sides of neck;
dark continuous stripe fromnostril and eye to side
ofthe mouth; venter light yellow. Dorsal scales
smooth, in41 to 43 rows; upper side of snout,
temporal and loreal regions covered with small
scales; 13 to 16 supralabials; 12 to 15 infralabials;
supralabials separated fromeye; 11to 15 scales
around eye; ventrals 224 to 252; subcaudals 90 to
109. Total length 143 cm; tail 29 cm.

Global distribution: Iran.

Reproduction: Lays 3 to 5 eggseachtime.
Behavior: This snake actives at the time of
sunrise and sunset; they rest during the hot hours
oftheday.
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Telescopus fallax (Fleischmann, 1831)

Mediterranean Cat Snake
18y cole slaol

Tarbophis fallax Fleischmann, 1831

Telescopus fallax rhodicus Wettstine, 1952

Telescopus fallax ibericus:

Rastegar-pouyani et al.,2008

Exterior characteristics: Cylindrical body grey
or Olive-grey with dark or black spots, dorsal
spots large and most distinct anteriorly, lateral
body spots smaller alternating with dorsal Spots;
approximately 36 dorsal spots; venterunicolor or
with dark brown and black markings. Eye pupil
vertical elliptical; dorsal scalesin 19 (rarely 21)
rows at midbody; 8 or 9 supralabials; 9 or 10
infralabials; loreal bordering eye; ventral scales
201t0220; subcaudal scales 50 to 69; anal entire
(rarely divided). Total length 74 cm; tail 11 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, Italy, Greece,
Russia, Albania, Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Monte Negro, Macedonia,
Bulgaria, Turkey, Malta, Cyprus, Iraq, Syria,
Palestine, Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan.
Reproduction: Itis oviparous.

Behavior: During the night
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Telescopus rhinopoma
(Blanford, 1874)

18 o cole slaol
Dipsas rhinopoma Blanford, 1874
Tarbophis rhinopoma: Boulenger, 1895
Telescopus rhinopoma: Minton, 1962

Desert Tiger Snake

Exterior characteristics: Body light olive-
grey, square brown spots wider than middorsal
separation; head with brown spots and smaller
dark spots, lips dark; venter dark brown,
becoming paler on chin and throat. Eye pupil
vertical elliptical; dorsal scales in 23 rows
at midbody; 8 to 10 supralabials; 10 to 12
infralabials; loreal bordering eye; ventral scales
2291t0283; subcaudal scales 68 to 84; anal
entire. Total length 139 cm; tail 18 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Afghanistan
Pakistan and Turkmenistan.

Reproduction: Itisoviparous.
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Telescopus tessellatus (Wall, 1908)

Soosan Tiger Snake
18y cole slaol
Tarbophis tessellatus Wall, 1908
Tarbophis martini Schmidt, 1939
Telescopus tessellatus: Anderson, 1963

Exterior characteristics: Body light
brownish grey with dark brown spots (average
43 dorsally), alternating with vertical spots
laterally; head brown; chin shields pale; venter
dark brown with small black spots. Eye pupil
vertical elliptical; dorsal scales in 21 rows at
midbody; 8 or 9 supralabials; 10 to 12 infralabials;
loreal bordering eye; ventral scales 205 to 259;
subcaudal scales 63 to 80; anal may be entire or
divided. Total length 103 cm; tail 9 cm.
Globaldistribution: Iran and Iraq.
Reproduction: Itis oviparous.

Behavior: [tisnocturnal and stays under the
stones during the day.
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Zamenis hohenackeri
(Strauch, 1873)

Caucasian Rat Snake

18y ol slaol
Coluber hohenackeri Strauch, 1873
Elaphe hohenackeri: Engelmann et al., 1993
Zamenis hohenackeri: Utiger et al., 2002
Richardwellsus hohenackeri: Hoser, 2012

Exterior characteristics: Body grey with
four rows of alternating dark spots; nape with
dark V shape mark; continuous black stripe
from eye to corner of mouth, anotherblack line
beneath eye; venter yellow, pink or orange with
small dark grey spots. Dorsal scales smooth,
in 23 (rarely 25) rows at midbody; 4 to 6 dorsal
scales in contact with parietal; 8 supralabials,
2 bordering eye; a single preocular; subocular
absent; loreal present; ventral scales 208 to 226;
subcaudal scales in females 63 and inmales 75;
anal divided. Total length 88 cm, tail 18 cm.
Global distribution: Azerbaijan, Georgia,
Turkey, Russia, Iran, Palestine, Armenia, Syria
and Lebanon.

Reproduction: This snakeis oviparous.
Behavior: They hide in rodent burrows and in
hollow tree trunks.
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Zamenis longissima
(Laurenti, 1768)

Aesculapian Snake
1B yho cole 520l
Natrix longissima Laurenti 1768
Elaphe longissima: Engelmannet al., 1993
Zamenis longissima:
Rastegar-pouyanietal., 2008

Exterior characteristics: Body grey, buff,
brownish olive or dark color; some scales with
white margins, some individuals with more
than four longitudinal unbroken stripes; one
dark stripe from eye to corner of mouth; yellow
upper labials and temporal region; dark spot on
head; dark vertical bar under eye; venter uniform
lightyellow. Dorsal scales smooth, in 23 rows at
midbody; 8 supralabials, 2 bordering eye; 9 or 10
infralabials; a single preocular; subocular absent;
loreal present; ventral scales 204 to 228; subcaudal
scalesin females less than 68 and inmales 78; anal
divided. Total length 84 cm, tail 13 cm.

Global distribution: Spain, France, Italy,
Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Monte Negro, Macedonia, Serbia,
Slovakia, Albania, Czech Republic, Georgia,
Iran, Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, Azerbaijan.
Reproduction: This snake is oviparous. .
Behavior: It kills prey by constriction or by
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Zamenis persica (Werner, 1913)
Persian Rat Snake

18 o ke srol
Coluber longissima var. persica Werner, 1913
Elaphe persica: Schulz, 1996
Zamenis persica: Venchi & Sindaco, 2006
Richardwellsus persica: Hoser, 2012

Exterior characteristics: Body grey, buff,
brownish olive or dark color; some scales
with white margins, some individuals with
four longitudinal unbroken stripes; one dark
stripe from eye to corner of mouth; yellow
upper labials. Dorsal scales smooth, in 23 rows
atmidbody; 8 supralabials, 2 bordering eye;
asingle preocular; subocular absent; loreal
present; ventral scales 212 to 248; subcaudal
scales 60to 90; anal divided. Total length 106
cm;tail 25 cm.

Global distribution: Azerbaijan, Iran
Reproduction: This snake is oviparous and
lays 5 to 8 eggs in each clutch.

Behavior: Same as tree snake.
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Hydrophis curtus (Shaw, 1802)

Short Sea Snake )
N RN PIPIINNF

Hydrus curtus Shaw, 1802
Lapemis curtus: Rastegar-pouyanietal., 2008
Hydrophis curtus: Sanders etal.,2012

Exterior characteristics: Itis yellow, olive or
grayish above, with 45 to 55 dark bands, often
taking on arough diamond shape; they have pale
undersides and may have dark patches above
each eye. Juveniles are more strikingly colored,
bright yellow against black, and the dark bands
may form complete rings. Body short, stout; head
broad; parietals divided into irregular shields;
33to43 scales on thickest part of body; ventrals
small but usually distinct throughout; 140t0 219
ventrals; spinous tubercles on anterior ventral
scales inmales. Total length 85 cm; tail § cm.
Global distribution: Iran, Oman, United Arab
Emirates, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, India, Vietnam,
Taiwan, Australia, Philippines, Myanmar,
Thailand, Indonesia, China, Japan, New Guinea
and Malaysia.

Reproduction: Gives birth between 1 to 2 or
occasionally 4 or more neonates.

Behavior: Prefers coral reefs and sticks close to
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Hydrophis cyanocincta (Daudin, 1803)

Annulated Sea Snake

18 Yo cole glaol
Hydrophis cyanocinctus Daudin, 1803
Distira cyanocincta: Boulenger, 1896
Leioselasma cyanocincta: Prater, 1924

Exterior characteristics: Body olive green with
transverse bars of dark olive, black, occasionally
yellow or brown; bars wider on neck, continuous
ventrally; longitudinal black stripes dorsally,
occasionally interrupted and spot like on neck.
Scales on thickest part of body with rounded or
bluntly pointed tips, distinctly or feebly imbricate,
in 37 to 47 rows, each with median keel which
may be broken into two or three tubercles; 5 to 8
maxillary teeth behind enlarged fangs; usually
two anterior temporals; ventrals 281 to 390. Total
length 150 cm; tail 14 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Pakistan, India,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia,
Philippines, Japan, Sri Lanka, China, Taiwan,
Vietnam, Oman, United Arab Emirates,
Indonesia, New Guinea and Korea.
Reproduction: This snake is viviparous and
gives birth between 3 to 5 neonates.

Behavior: Little is known about the biology of
this snake.
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Hydrophis gracilis (Shaw, 1802)
Small-headed Sea Snake
18 o cole slaol

Hydrus gracilis Shaw, 1802
Disteira gracilis: Fitzinger, 1826
Hydrophis gracilis:

Rastegar-pouyanietal., 2008

Exterior characteristics: Ground color
yellowish or whitish, with black or grayish
bands partially joined together in a zigzag
pattern on dorsum; Head black or dark grey,
with lighter-colored labials. Head very small,
body elongate, very slender anteriorly; head
shields large; nasal shields in contact with
one another; prefrontal not in contact with 3rd
upper labial; 30 to 36 hexagonal, juxtaposed
longitudinal rows around thickest part of body;
ventrals 220 to 287, entire anteriorly, more or
less completely divided posteriorly, the two
halves being opposed to or alternating with one
another. Total length 102 cm; tail 9 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Pakistan, India,
SriLanka, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand,
Philippines, China, Vietnam, Oman, United
Arab Emirates, Malaysia, New Guinea,
Australiaand Indonesia.

Reproduction: This snake is viviparous and
gives birth between 1 to 6 neonates.

Behavior: Itis an inoffensive snake. Its small
head and neck are apparently useful insearching
prey inhole and crevices.
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Hydrophis lapemoides (Gray, 1849)
Persian Gulf Sea Snake
18 o cole slaol
Aturia lapemoides Gray, 1849
Hydrophis lapemoides: Giinther, 1864
Distira lapemoides: Wall, 1909
Hydrophis lapemoides:
Rastegar-pouyani et al., 2008

Exterior characteristics: It is yellow,
sometimes pale dull green or grey, with 33 to
35 dark bands along the length of the body, with
paleundersides. The top of the head isusually
dark with anarrow white or yellow band forward
ofthe small eyes. Scales on thickest part of body
more or less hexagonal or quadrangular in shape,
feebly imbricate or juxtaposed,in40to 51 rows,
each with feeble tubercle or short central keel; 8
to 13 maxillary teeth behind enlarged fangs; two
anterior temporals; ventrals 314 to 404. Total
length 94 cm; tail 8 cm. -

Global distribution: Iran, Oman, United Arab

Singapore and Thalland

Emirates, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Indla Malays1a
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Hydrophis ornatus (Gray, 1842)
Ornate Sea Snake

83 e sole ol
Aturia ornata Gray, 1842

Disteira ornate: Taylor, 1922
Hydrophis ornntus: Smith, 1943

Exterior characteristics: Dorsally blackish
olive with black transverse bars, narrower
laterally, with one or a few rows of dark spots;
occasionally transverse bars fuse to one another;
venter white or pale gray. Scales on thickest part
ofbody more or less hexagonal or quadrangular
inshape, feebly imbricate or juxtaposed, in 33
to 55 rows, each with feeble tubercle or short
central keel; 10 to 13 maxillary teeth behind
enlarged fangs; two anterior temporals; ventrals
209t0312. Total length 120 cm; tail 13 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
India, Indonesia, New Guinea, Myanmar,
Malaysia, China, Taiwan, Oman, United Arab
Emirates, Philippines, Thailand, Japan and
Australia.
Reproduction: This snake is viviparous.

Behavior: There is little data about the blology »

of th1s snake. . £
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Hydrophis platura (Linnaeus, 1766)
Yellow-bellied Sea Snake
18y cale slaol
Anguis platura Linnaeus, 1766
Pelamis platurus: Rastegar-pouyanietal., 2008
Hydrophis platura: Sandersetal.,2012

Exterior characteristics: Body, above
black or brown, yellow on the lower sides
and below, variously patterned. Tail strongly
compressed, oar shaped; head narrow; snout
elongate; body scales squarish or hexagonal in
shape, juxtaposed, 49 to 67 longitudinal rows at
midbody; venom fangs followed after an interval
by 7to 11 small teeth; nasal shields in contact
with one another; 7 to 10 upper labials; ventrals
small, scarcely distinguishable from adjacent
scales, usually divided by amedian furrow, 264
to 406 in number. Total length 72 cm; tail 8 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, India, Sri Lanka,
Japan, China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Pakistan,
Maldives, Malaysia, Malay , Indonesia,
New Guinea, Thailand , Philippines, Korea,
Madagascar, Tanzania, Somalia, Namibia,
United Arab Emirates, Yemen, Oman, Kuwait,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Australia, New
Zealand, Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El
Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama
Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru. '
Reproduction: This species is ovovi
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Hydrophis schistosus Daudin, 1803
Beaked Sea Snake

18 Yo ol slaol
Hydrophis schistosus Daudin, 1803
Enhydrina schistosa:

Rastegar-pouyani et al., 2008

Hydrophis schistosus: Sanders et al., 2012

Exterior characteristics: Dorsally olive
or grey with black transverse bars; bars
usually faded in adults; in some specimens,
body uniform blackish grey; pale laterally and
ventrally. Maxillary bone not extending forward
beyond palatine, with 3 to 5 teeth; snout beaked
in profile; head shields large; nasals in contact
with one another; body scales imbricate, in49 to
69 longitudinal rows at midbody; ventrals small,
slightly broader than adjacent scales, distinct
throughout, 230to 314; mental shield elongate,
dagger-shaped. Total length 130 cm, tail 19 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, United Arab
Emirates, Yemen, Oman, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
Qatar, Bahrain, Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Cambodia, Thailand,
Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia, Australia, New
Guineaand Madagascar.

Reproduction: Give birth to an average of 18
young, but sometimes up to 30 or more
Behavior: They are active both during the day
and atnight. They are able to dive up to 100

meters and stay underwater for a maximum of
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Hydrophis spiralis (Shaw, 1802)
Yellow Sea Snake
1831 yio ool Lol

Hydrus spiralis Shaw, 1802
Hydrophis spiralis: Gray, 1849
Lioselasma [sic] spiralis: Wall, 1921

Exterior characteristics: Body olive dorsally
and yellow ventrally, with black bands across
venter; dorsally, aseries of black spots in spaces
between bands; head above black with yellow
horseshoe-shaped mark extending to prefrontal
scales; tip of tail black. Scales on thickest part
ofbody with rounded or bluntly pointed tips,
distinctly or feebly imbricate, in 29 to 39 rows;
6 to 7 maxillary teeth behind enlarged fangs;
usually one anterior temporal; ventrals 282 to
373, distinctthroughout, about twice as broad as
adjacentscales. Total length 180 cm; tail 14 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, Oman, United Arab
Emirates, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, India, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines, Myanmar, Vietnam,
China, New Guinea and Thailand.

Reproduction: Gives birth between 5 to 14
neonates.
Behavior: Itisadocile snake but a powerf

mer. Ittends to stick to coral reefs bu
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Hydrophis viperinus
(Schmidt, 1852)

Viperine Sea Snake
18 o oole slaol
Thalassophis viperina Schmidt, 1852
Distira viperina: Boulenger, 1896
Praescutata viperina:
Rastegar-pouyani et al., 2008
Hydrophis viperinus: Sanders et al., 2012

Exterior characteristics: Itis variable in color,
often with 24 to 35 dark rhomboidal spots, which
aremore or less confluent dorsally, on a grayish
background. The crown ofthe head is dark grey
or black; Laterals and ventral white. Dorsal
scales hexagonal, juxtaposed, in, 37 to 50 rows
atmidbody; ventrals 226 to 274, anteriorly about
halfthe width of the body, narrowing posterior
toabouttwice the width ofthe adjacent scales, or
slightlyless; 7 to 9 supralabials, 3 to 5 bordering
eye. Total length 93 cm; tail 10 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, India, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Oman, United
Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Bahrain, Indonesia, Thailand and Myanmar.
Reproduction: This snake is viviparous.
Behavior: There isno data about the biology of
this snake.
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Naja oxiana (Eichwald, 1831)
Central Asian Cobra
18 o cole slaol
Tomyris oxiana Eichwald, 1831
Naja oxiana: Strauch, 1868
Naja naja oxiana: Stejneger, 1907

Exterior characteristics: Body dark yellow
or light brown, dark brown or blackish grey;
distinct pattern or without Spots; One or more
dark rings anteriorly; juveniles with dark rings
along the body. Pupils round to elliptical;
internasals equal to or slightly shorter than
prefrontals; 1 preocular; 3 postoculars; dorsal
scale smooth, in 21 more or less zigzagged
rows; ventrals 192 to 206; subcaudals 51 to 70;
anal entire. Total length 165 cm, tail 27 cm.
Global distribution: Afghanistan, Iran, India,
Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan.
Reproduction: Lays 8 to 12 eggs in summer.
Behavior: It is diurnal. When threatened,
expands the neck area and shows its hood to
enemy. e
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Walterinnesia morgani
(Mocquard, 1905)

Desert Black Snake
18 Yo cole slaol
Walterinnesia aegyptia Lataste, 1887
Naja morganiMocquard, 1905
Atractaspis wilsoniwall, 1908
Walterinnesia morgani:
Nilson&Rastegar-pouyani, 2007

Exterior characteristics: Body uniformly dark
brown or black with blue shine dorsally; dark
blackish brown ventrally. Pupils round; maxilla
behind fangs without teeth; loreal shield absent;
dorsal scales smooth anteriorly, keeled posteriorly
and ontail, in 23 longitudinal rows, ventrals 180
to 197; subcaudals 41 to45; anal divided. Total
length 117 cm;tail 17 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia,
United Arab Emirates, Turkey and Kuwait.
Reproduction: This snake is oviparous.
Behavior: This snake is mainly nocturnal;
has poor eyesight in daylight. Can be very
aggressive. When threatened will hiss violently
& strike (generally with closed mouth). can
strike ata distance of up to two-third of its body
length. Cannot expand its hood.
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Myriopholis blanfordi

(Boulenger, 1890)
Sindhi Thread Snake

18 o cole slaol
Glauconia blanfordii Boulenger, 1890
Leptotyphlops blanfordii: Smith, 1943
Leptotyphlops blanfordii:
Rastegar-pouyani et al., 2008
Mpyriopholis blanfordi:
Adalsteinsson et al., 2009

Exterior characteristics: Body slender and
unicolor reddish brown to grayish brown;
ventral the same. Snout rounded; supraocular
present, small; rostral nearly twice as broad as
the nasals, reaching nearly to the level of the
eyes; nasal completely divided into two; ocular
bordering the lip, between two labials; diameter
ofbody 60 to 70 times in the total length, length
oftail 12 to 14 times. 14 scales round the body.
Totallength 22 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Afghanistan, India,
Pakistan, Yemen and Saudi Arabia.
Reproduction: This snake is oviparous.
Behavior: Itis nocturnal and stays under the
rocks during the day.
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Mpyriopholis macrorhyncha
(Jan, 1861)
Slender Blind Snake

183 o ol slaol
Stenostoma (Ramphostoma) macrorhynchum
Jan, 1861
Leptotyphlops macrorhynchus: Corkill, 1932
Leptotyphlops macrorhynchus:
Rastegar-pouyani et al., 2008
Mpyriopholis macrorhyncha:
Adalsteinssonetal.,2009

Exterior characteristics: Body unicolorpale
pink to reddish brown; venter similar to dorsal.
Snout (in lateral view) hooked; single anterior
supralabial, smaller than infranasal; rostral
extends posteriorly barely reaching level of
eyes; prefrontal present, separating rostral from
supraoculars, larger than frontal; dorsal scales
fewer than 20 longitudinal rows around mid-
body. Total length 25 cm; tail 21 mm.

Global distribution: Iran, Morocco, Niger,
Mauritania, Senegal, Guinea, Eritrea, Jordan,
Ghana, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Mali, Kenya,
Egypt, Sudan, Somalia, Ethiopia, Yemen, Syria,
Palestine, Turkey, Iraq, Oman, United Arab
Emirates and Pakistan.

Reproduction: Lays2to4 eggs.

Behavior: On account of their small size
and secretive lives, most species within the
Leptotyphlopidae family, including the hooked
thread snake, arerelatively poorly known. The
hooked thread snake burrows in sand and soil,
rarely being seen at the surface, exceptatnight, -
or after being washed outby heavy rain.
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Ramphotyphlops braminus
(Daudin, 1803)

Brahminy blindsnake, Bootlace Snake
18 o code slaol

Eryx braminus Daudin, 1803

Typhlops braminus: Duméril&Bibron, 1844

Ramphotyphlops braminus: Nussbaum, 1980

Exterior characteristics: Uniform dark brown
color dorsally, which is lighter ventrally and
cream colored on the ventral side of the head and
tail, as well asin the anal region. Snout smoothly
rounded; nostrils lateral; scales in 20 or more
longitudinal rows around mid-body; Nasal
completely divided, the cleft proceeding from
the preocular; tail with sharp spur. Total length
18 cm;tail 5Scm.

Global distribution: This species introduced
toall continents except poles by soil trade due to
itsreproduction method.

Reproduction: This species is oviparous
~and reproduces parthenogenetically without
ation by sperm and thus can bulld upa.
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Typhlops vermicularis
(Daudin, 1803)

Eurasian Blind Snake

18 o code slaol
Anguis lumbricalis Daudin, 1803
Typhlops vermicularis: Merrem, 1820
Typhlops persicus Blanford, 1874

Exterior characteristics: Dorsal surface of
body brown Pink or pale grey, with uniform-
sized, smooth scales; venter yellow, scales
smaller than those on dorsum. Nasal shield
incompletely divided; nasal cleft proceeding
from 2nd labial; eye on top of head, appearing
as small black spots beneath large ocular scales;
scales smooth, 21 to 24 longitudinal rows around
body. Total length 35 cm, tail length 5 mm.
Global distribution: Iran, Albania, Bulgaria,
Greece, Yugoslavia, Romania, Turkey, Cyprus,
Egypt, Russia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia,
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Syria,
Palestine, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Afghanistan
and Pakistan. I

Reproduction: Lays 4 to 8 elongate eggs.
Behavior: When handled, trles to stlng w1th the
small sp1ne at the end of1i 1ts tai
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Slogls 281
Cerastes gasperettii
Leviton & Anderson, 1967

Desert Horned Viper
18 Yo ol slaol
Cerastes cerastes gasperettii
Leviton& Anderson, 1967
Aspis cerastes: Schmidt, 1939
Cerastes gasperettii: Werner et al., 1999

Exterior characteristics: Body sand-colored
brownish yellow or grey, with 4 to 6 series
of brown spots, 2 mid-dorsal series of spots
fused forming brown bars; two dark brown
postorbital stripes on each side of head; venter
yellowish white; tail tip occasionally black.
Head triangular; pupil vertical elliptical; dorsal
scales strongly keeled, in 31 to 36 rows; lateral
scales arranged diagonal; ventrals 151 to 172;
nasal shield large, separated from rostral and
firstupper labial by arow of scales; sometimes a
horn-like scale above eye formed from a single
scale. Total length 75 cm; tail 8 cm.

Global distribution: United Arab Emirates,
Yemen, Oman, Palestinian, Jordan, Iraq,
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and Iran.
Reproduction: Laying 8 to 23 eggs. The
hatchlings measure 12 to 15 cmin length.
Behavior: Sink down into the sand using a
rocking or peristaltic motion, leaving only its
snoutand eyes free of sand. By pulling keeled
side scales together in emergency situations
m%Eeha_n alarm souild as lik? as dro -
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Echis carinatus (Schneider, 1801)

Saw-scaled Viper
18 o cole slaol
Pseudoboa carinata Schneider, 1801
Echis carinata: Dumeril& Bibron, 1854
Echis multisquamatus Cherlin, 1981

Exterior characteristics: Body grey, silver,
sand, yellow, brown or brick-reddish grey brown;
laterally zigzag-shaped white stripe with black or
dark-edged white spots; two cross-shaped marks
or spots on back of head; venter pale or white,
occasionally with small light brown, dark, or black
spots. Head ovoid (not triangular). pupil vertical
elliptical; dorsal scales strongly keeled, in27to 39
rows; lateral scales arranged diagonal; two (rarely
1 or3) scalerows between eyes and upper labials;
chin shields large, regularly arranged; ventrals
164 to 186; subcaudals 28 to 38; anal entire. Total
length 98 cm; tail 7 cm.

Global distribution: Afghanistan, Iran, India,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, United Arab
Emirates, Uzbekistan, Oman, Turkmenistan
and Tajikistan.

Reproduction: Itis an ovoviviparous snake and
gives birthup to 23 neonates in spring.

keeled s1de scales togeth

Behavior: This snake moves with a sidewayi'_/ ;
motion, known as side \mndlng By pd],h o
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Eristicophis macmahonii
Alcock & Finn, 1897
Leaf-nosed Viper

18 o code slaol
Pseudocerastes macmahoni: Anderson, 1963

Exterior characteristics: Body light grey
or sandy-brown with 20 to 25 rows of small
black spots laterally; body spots completely
orincompletely surrounded by row of smaller
spots; approximately 30 transverse brown
bars in juveniles, lighter posteriorly; lips,
throatand venter white; tail tip uniform yellow.
Rostralis wider thanitis high, strongly concave
and bordered above and to the sides by four
much enlarged nasorostral scales arranged ina
butterfly shape; ventrals 140 to 148, with lateral
keels; 23 to 29 rows of short and keeled dorsal
scales are arranged in a straight and regular
pattern. Total length 70 cm; tail 6 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Afghanistan and
Pakistan.

Reproduction: Layinguptoadozen eggs. The
hatchlings being 15 cm long.
Behavior: Sink down into the sand using a
rocking or peristaltic motion, leaving only its
snout and eyes free of sand. Itis aggressive
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Gloydius halys (Pallas, 1776)
Caucasian Pit Viper

18 Yo ol slaol
Coluber halysPallas, 1776
Agkistrodon halys: Boulenger, 1913
Gloydius halys: Hoge&Hoge, 1981

Exterior characteristics: Body yellow-grey,
red or light brown; dorsally ocelli or dark
transverse bars, laterally one or two series of
dark spots; dark snout; posteriorly, head with
two diagonal dark stripes, temporal region with
pale-edged dark spot; venter dark or with grey or
brown spots. One thermal pitbetween eye and
nostril on each side of the head; 9 distinct large
scales ontop ofhead;7 to 9 supralabials; dorsals
keeled, in 23 rows at midbody (rarely 21 or 25);
ventrals 141 to 187, subcaudals 29 to 56; anal
entire. Total length 67 cm; tail 6 cm.
Global distribution: China, Afghanistan,
Russia, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and Iran.
Reproduction: This snake is viviparous and
gives birth to 3 to 9 neonates.

- Behavior: This snake is Diurnal
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Macrovipera lebetina
(Linnaeus, 1758)

Levantine Viper
18 o code slaol
Coluber lebetinus Linnaeus, 1758
Vipera lebetina: Wall, 1908
Macrovipera lebetina:
Mcdiarmid, Campbell & Toure, 1999

Exterior characteristics: Body variously
colored, mostly hi light or dark grey or blackish
silver, unicolor or patterned; spots sometimes
solid or ocelli in brick-red or olive yellow along
with darker small spots; broad dark brown
stripe on each side ofneck from posterior edge
ofeye; dorsum of some samples light brown
or grey with dark brown stripes and brick-red
spots extending from neck to end of'tail; venter
white or pale yellow and occasionally with black
and white spots. Pupil vertical; no elevated
projection above the eye; Head covered with
small scales; supraocular broken into several
small scales; dorsalskeeled, in23,25 or27 rows
atmidbody; ventrals 155 to 181; subcaudals 32
to 54; anal entire. Total length 168 cm; tail 20 cm.
Global distribution: Turkey, Iraq, Afghanistan,
Syria, Lebanon, Iran, Pakistan, Jordan, Cyprus,
Algeria, Tunisia, Turkey, Russia, Armenia
#zerbaij an, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan,
ajikistan, Arabia, Palestinianand Indi 4"
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Montivipera kuhrangica
Rajabizadeh, Nilson & Kami, 2011

Kuhrang's Viper

Exterior characteristics: Dorsal ground color
is light brown which a series 0f42 to 44 brown
zigzag windings, partly edged by black; there
are two droplet shape dark brown blotches
on hind part of head with a pair of small dark
brown crescent shaped blotches attached in front
ofthem; scattered dark markings are visible
between supraoculars and on snout scales; on
side ofhead, adark brown strip runs from behind
eye to corner of mouth and attach to series of
lateral dark body blotches; ventral and subcaudal
scales light but marked anteriorly with fine black
dots. Pupil vertical; 3 apical scales above rostral,
elongated supraocular present, separated from
eyebyarow ofsmallscales; 10 scales between
supraoculars; dorsal scales keeled, in 23 rows;
ventrals 163; subcaudals 37; anal divided. Total
length 61cm; tail 6 cm.

Global distribution: Iran.

Reproduction: This snake is ovoviviparous.
Behavior: Nothing isknown about the behavior
of'this snake but, it may be similar to M.raddei.
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