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Montivipera latifii
(Mertens, Darewsky & Klemmer, 1967)
Latifi’s Viper

18 o cole slaol

Vipera latifii

Mertens, Darwsky&Klemmer, 1967
Daboia (Daboia) raddei latifii: Obst, 1983
Vipera (Montivipera) latifii: Nilson et al., 1999

Montivipera latifii:
Rastegar-pouyani et al., 2008

Exterior characteristics: Body light grey,
silver, dark brown, with mid-dorsal dark
brown stripe to tail tip or irregular dark brown
spots, dorsally imperfect zigzag-shape and
two diagonal dark brown to black stripes on
each side of head to below eye; venter pale
yellow with black and white small spots.
Pupil vertical; rostral in contact with 3 scales
anteriorly; elongated supraocular present,
separated from eye by arow of small scales; 5 to
8 (rarely 9) scales between supraoculars; dorsal
scaleskeeled, in 23 rows; ventrals 160 to 174;
subcaudals 27 to 40; anal entire. Total length 79
cm;tail 5 cm.

Global distribution: Iran.
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Montivipera raddei (Boettger, 1890)
Radde’s Viper
18 o cole slaol
Viperaraddei Boettger, 1890
Vipera albicornuta Nilson&Andrén, 1985
Montivipera raddei:Werning& Wolf, 2007

Exterior characteristics: Body light brown,
dark grey or blackish grey; dorsally one row
ofround light, brick-red spots; laterally dark
brown or black stripes; two dark brown stripes
behind eye to corner of mouth and beyond;
venter with small dark grey or black spots. Pupil
vertical; rostral in contact with 2 scales anteriorly;
elongated supraocular present, separated from
eyebyarow of small scales; 5to 8 (rarely 9) scales
between supraoculars; dorsal scales keeled, in
23 rows; tail relatively short, less than 8% of total
length; ventrals 161 to 185; subcaudals 25 to 39;
anal entire. Total length 110 cm; tail 8 cm.
Global distribution: Turkey, Armenia, Iran
and Turkmenistan.

Reproduction: Itis an ovoviviparous species;
the female gives birth to between 3 and 9 young.
The duration of pregnancy is 140to 160 days.
Behavior: Il_}i_gSpte“;s forms congre g_qtions
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Montivipera wagneri
(Nilson & Andrén, 1984)
Ocellated Mountain Viper
18 o code slaol
Vipera wagneri Nilson&Andrén, 1984
Vipera (Montivipera) wagneri:
Nilson et al., 1999
Montivipera wagneri: Garrigues et al., 2005

Exterior characteristics: Body charcoal grey,
dark brown with round or irregular shaped spots
inyellow with dark or black margins dorsally;
longitudinal black stripes posteriorly on head
joining with two dark stripes behind eye to
corner of mouth; venter dark brown or black.
Pupil vertical; rostral in contact with 2 scales
anteriorly; elongated supraoculars in contact with
eyes; 6 scales between supraoculars; dorsal scales
keeled, in23 rows; ventrals 161; subcaudals 23;
anal entire. Total length 29 cm; tail 2 cm.
Globaldistribution: Turkey and Iran.
Reproduction: Itis ovoviviparous, ar

irth to 10 to 12 neonates in ea

ehavior: Thereisno d;
this species. L
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Pseudocerastes fieldi Schmidt, 1930
Field's Horned Viper
1B o code slaol

Pseudocerastes fieldi Schmidt, 1930
Pseudocerastes persicus fieldi:

Arnold& Gallagher, 1977
Daboiapersica fieldi: Obst, 1983

Exterior characteristics: Body grayish yellow
to light brown with about 30 transverse spot in
two series; Ventral scales with black dots on their
edge; two dark brown lines extends from eyes to
edge of mouth and back ofhead. Eyes usually
with an elevated projection above it; dorsal
scaleskeeled, in21(rarely 23) rows; two series
of'scales between nasal and rostral; ventrals 127
to 142; subcaudals 34 to 46; anal entire. Total
length 75 cm; tail 8 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Palestine, Egypt,
Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Syria.
Reproduction: This snake is viviparous and
gives birth to 2 neonates per year.

Behavior: This snake moves with a sideways
motion.

v ¥

il

S By Jiloto )55, 41 38 2B S S g
JBoas ¥ Lo yar gl ciy pdaw .l (glogeB i)
o 9 (oS oo saSlgy 4l i) 93 )3 (0550
b gyl sl 5y S ie 1) o J gl o3 sy
Ol 5 i Sy i 1S 0390 oo (B> AU )3 (Sloge3
B i YU 53 Lo L 03] 90 Y game . ilod 5 oy iS
CHS ) VY )0 g 05)b das iy e la Syl oaliio

Iy S oo )3 gy o) 93014855 51,8 s, (VY
VY BAYY oS o (glo S 0905 (00030 iy Sy g
ol 3 yi0 (2 50 Sy At 31 FF LYY 3 535 odaws o
] fn o 3 g VB IS L

a2 3y ooyl epaan cbandb i SR STy
09 9

Sygliseidd Jls 330555 Y 503510554565 0155 5911
.mluél?)b&lafpt)szﬂbb




‘54' ﬁ" ,‘éz’l& )l.o
Pseudocerastes persicus
(Duméril, Bibron & Duméril, 1854)
Persian Horned Viper
831 yio ool Lol
Cerastes persicus

Duméril, Bibron&Duméril, 1854
Vipera persica persica Marx&Rabb, 1965
Pseudocerastes persicus:
Rastegar-pouyani et al., 2008

Exterior characteristics: Body variously
colored grey or light brown, bronze or bluish
grey; dorsally four series of large, dark spots,
withmiddle two series zigzag-shaped and dark;
two diagonal dark brown stripes on each side of
head extending from eye; venter pale yellow,
occasionally white with small dark spots. Eyes
usually with an elevated projection above it;
dorsal scaleskeeled, in23 or 25 rows; one series
of'scales between nasal and rostral; ventrals 144
to 163; subcaudals 38 to 50; anal entire. Total
length 116 cm; tail 13 cm.

Global distribution: Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi
Arabia, Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Oman, United
Arab Emirates, Jordan, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Syria
and Palestinian.

Reproduction: Lays 11to21 eggs.

Behavior: These snakes may employ various
methods oflocomotion, including side-winding,
serpentine and rectilinear. These snakes are
almosttotally nocturnal, only being seen duri
the day or early evening during colder pe
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Pseudocerastes urarachnoides
Bostanchi, Anderson, Kami
& Papenfuss, 2006
Spider-tailed Horned Viper

Exterior characteristics: Body coloration is
similar to Persian horned viper. Eyes usually
with anelevated projection above it; dorsal
scales strongly keeled, in 25 rows; tail short,
with 15 pairs of subcaudals; dorsolateral caudal
scales adjoining subcaudals have elongated
keels; tail terminates in an elongate, oval, bulb-
like structure; ventrals 145; anal entire. Total
length 53 cm; tail 6 cm.

Global distribution: Iran.

Reproduction: No dataavailable.

Behavior: When alarmed, it gives a hissing
sound and prepares to attack, raising head and
neck from the ground and abruptly striking at
its target without warning. Camouflage in its
natural habitat is extremely effective because
itperfectly resembles its environment (burned
gypsumunder sunlight) and one can hardly see

ituntilitmoves. Speed of the strike is very fast
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Vipera (Acridophaga) eriwanensis
(Reuss, 1933)
Alborz Viper
1831 yio ool Lol

Acridophaga renardi eriwanensis Reuss, 1933
Vipera ursinii ebneri

Knopfler & Sochurek, 1955
Vipera eriwanensis: Hoggren et al., 1993
Vipera (Acridophaga) eriwanensis:
Rastegar-pouyani ef al., 2008

Exterior characteristics: Body brown, grey,
pale brownish yellow or black or brick-reddish
dark brown; dorsally a longitudinal row of
elliptical spots, occasionally joined to form
zigzagging stripe laterally, 2 or 3 series of small
dark brown spots; dark stripe between posterior
edge of eye and corner of mouth; venter and
under tail with small black and white Spots. Pupil
vertical; anterior part of the head covered with
large scales (frontal and parietals distinct); rostral
width and height similar; elongated supraocular
present; 5 scales between eyes; dorsal scales
keeled, in21 rows; ventrals 123 to 145; subcaudals
21to37;anal entire. Total length 65 cm; tail S cm.
Globaldistribution: Givesbirthupto 10 young.
Behavior: Inhot part of the summeritchanges
from diurn
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Caretta caretta (Linnaeus, 1758)

Loggerhead Sea Turtle

18 Yo ol slaol
Testudo caretta Linnaeus, 1758
Chelonia caretta: Dyce, 1861

Caretta caretta: Stejneger, 1904

Exterior characteristics: The color of the
carapace in adults is usually reddish brown, the
plastron yellowish white to yellowish brown or
orange; the head and limbs scales are reddish with
yellow margins, broader in older specimens; the
lowerjaw is yellowish brown. Elongate carapace
withmedial vertebral ridge, serrated posteriorly,
becoming progressively smoother with age;
posterior marginal rim serrated in juveniles,
becoming smootherin older individuals; 5 or
6 costal scutes; 13 marginal scutes. Straight
carapace length 110 cm.
Global distribution: Coastal parts of
Indian, Pacific and Atlantic Oceans and also
Mediterranean sea.
Reproduction: It’s oviparous but they don’t
lay egg in Iranian coasts of Persian Gulfand
Oman Sea. Itlaysupto 100 eggs per clutchand
incubating period is approximately 80 days.
Behavior: Loggerheads spend up to 85% of their
day submerged. The average duration of divesis
15 to 30 minutes, but they can stay submerged
forup to four hours. Female aggression, which
is especially uncommon in marine vertebrates,
is common among loggerheads. This conflict
ily occurs overaccess to feeding groun
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Chelonia mydas (Linnaeus, 1758)
Green Sea Turtle )
N CARPRPIPIIONF

Testudo mydas Linnaeus, 1758
Natator tessellatus McCulloch, 1908
Cheloniamydas: Stebbins, 1985

Exterior characteristics: Carapaces of
juveniles turn dark brown to olive, while those
of mature adults are entirely brown, spotted
ormarbled with variegated rays. Underneath,
the turtle’s plastron is hued yellow. Limbs are
dark-colored and lined with yellow, and are
usually marked with a large dark brown spot in
the center of each appendage. Carapace heart-
shaped, without vertebral keel; carapace plates
juxtaposed; four pairs of coastal plates; first
vertebral in contact with first marginal; usually
four postoculars; one pair of prefrontal. Straight
carapace length 120 cm.

Global distribution: The Green Sea Turtles
are found in all tropical and subtropical oceans,
and itsrange extends well into the Arctic Circle.
Reproduction: Clutch size depends on the age
ofthe female, but average clutch size is 135.
Ataround45 to 75 days, the eggs hatch during
the night, and the hatchlings instinctively head
directly into the water.

Behavior: Green sea turtles migrate long
distances between feeding sites and nesting
sites; some swim more than 2,600 kilometers to
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Eretmochelys imbricata
(Linnaeus, 1766)
Hawksbill Sea Turtle
1831 yio ool Lol

Testudo imbricata Linnaeus, 1766
Chelone imbricata: Boulenger, 1889
Eretmochelys imbricata: Stebbins, 1985

Exterior characteristics: In subadults and
adults the carapace is dark, almost black in color,
with lighter yellowish or brownish markings;
thehead and limbs are dark brown, the scales are
clearly outlined with whitish or yellowish. The
plastronis almost uniform reddish brown. The
soft skin of the ventral parts is tinged orange.
Carapace more or less heart-shaped, with a fully
continuous vertebral keel; plates of carapace
imbricate; four pairs of coastal plates; usually
3 postoculars; 2 pairs of prefrontals. Straight
carapace length 84 cm.

Global distribution: Coastal parts of
Indian, Pacific and Atlantic Oceans and also
Mediterranean and Red sea.

Reproduction: It’s oviparous. At the end of
winter, female turtles come to sea shore to lay
eggs. They usually lay 60 to 160 eggs each time.
Behavior: Female hawksbills show preference
for particular beaches and carry out long
distance migration to select nesting beaches.
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Lepidochelys olivacea
(Eschscholtz, 1829)

Olive Ridley Sea Turtle

18 Yo cole slaol
Chelonia olivacea Eschscholtz, 1829
Carettaolivacea: Stejneger, 1907
Lepidochelys olivacea: Stebbins, 1985

Exterior characteristics: The adults are a
uniform olive gray or greenish on the carapace
and the dorsal parts; the plastron and ventral
parts are a whitish or creamy yellow color
that extends to sides of the head, neck and the
shoulders. Carapace wide and almost circular
with medial vertebral ridge, marginal rim
smooth, notserrated; 6 to 8 (Rarely 5to9) costal
scutes; Bridge with Four inframarginal plates.
Straight carapace length 103 cm.

Global distribution: Coastal parts of Indian,
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans; mainly southern
hemisphere. Never seen in Mediterranean Sea
and Gulfof Mexico.

Reproduction: It’s oviparous. Itlaysup to 168
eggsper clutch. The incubation period isusually
between45to 51 daysundernatural conditions,
but may extend to 70 days in poor weather
conditions. They don’tlay egg in Iranian coasts
of Persian Gulfand Oman Sea.
Behavior: Although they do also nest alone,
oliveridleys are known for their remarkable
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Dermochelys coriacea
(Vandelli, 1761)
Leather-back Sea Turtle
18 Yo ol slaol
Testudo coriacea Vandelli, 1761
Sphargis coriacea: Gray, 1831
Dermochelys coriacea: Blainville, 1816

Exterior characteristics: The leather-back Sea
Turtles are variable in color, usually carapace
coloris dark brown, slate, or blue-black and
eitherunmarked or with pale blotches. The skin
on the head, neck, and limbs is black or dark
brown with some white spotting. The plastronis
gray or black. Carapace smooth, with 7 distinct
longitudinal ridges; except for anuchal, shell
bones are replaced by a mosaic of small bony
plates embedded in a thick leathery skin ; no
horny scutes. Straight Carapace length 270 cm.
Global distribution: They are found in all
tropical and subtropical oceans, and its range
extends well into the Arctic Circle.
Reproduction: It’s oviparous. Its favored
breeding beaches are mainland sites facing deep
water and they seem to avoid those sites protected
by coral reefs. Laysupto 110 eggs per clutch.
Incubation periodis 60to 70 days. Don’tlay eggs
in Iranian coasts of Persian Gulfand Oman Sea.
Behavior: Like other sea turtles is a migratory
turtle and it may migrate to a distance of about
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Emys orbicularis (Linnaeus, 1758)

European Pond Turtle
18 Yo ol slaol
Testudo orbicularis Linnaeus, 1758
Lutremys europaea: Gray, 1856
Emys orbicularis: Blanford, 1876

Exterior characteristics: Carapace black, dark
brown or olive brown with numerous yellow dots;
Head, neck, limbs and tail dark brown with yellow
spots; Plastron yellow, sometimes with irregular
dark marking; Iris in adult males red or orange
and yellow in females and subadults. Digits fully
webbed; head covered with undivided smooth
skin;amore or less distincthinge between hyo and
hypoplastra makes only anterior part of plastron
somewhat movable; plastron united to carapace
by aligament; anal rounded posteriorly. Straight
carapace length 18 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Germany, Austria,
Switzerland, swiss, Yugoslavia, Poland, Hungary,
Albania, Czech, Slovakia, Italy, Sardinia, France,
Croatia, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Turkey,
Bulgaria, Romania, Latvia, Lithuania, Morocco,
Algeria, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Georgia,
Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Russia, Serbia,
Montenegro, Macedonia, Netherland and Tunisia.
Reproduction: Lays 3to 16 eggs, usually 9 or 10.
Behavior: It’s diurnal. In day time itseats o
water for basking. When thr
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Mauremys caspica (Gmelin, 1774)

Caspian Turtle

18 o cole slaol
Testudo caspica Gmelin, 1774
Emys caspica: Duméril & Bibron, 1835
Mauremys caspica: Mcdowell, 1964

Exterior characteristics: The carapaceistan
toolive or black with yellow to cream-colored
reticulations patterning the scutes, and some
individuals have yellow vertebral stripes. These
light lines fade with age but the pleural seam
borders become darker. The plastron is either
yellow with variable reddish to dark brown
blotches, or dark brown or black with a yellow
blotch along the lateral scute borders. The head
and neck is olive to dark brown with yellow
or pale cream-colored stripes. Digits fully
webbed; head covered with undivided smooth
skin; plastron nothinged, immovable; plastron
united to carapace by bone suture; anal pointed
posteriorly. Straight carapace length 23 cm.
Global distribution: Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, Iran, Iraq, Turkey,
Bulgaria, Greece, Albania, Croatia, Monte Negro,
Macedonia, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Turkmenistan, Bahrainand Kuwait.
Reproduction: Lays 6 to 8 eggs per clutch.
Incubation period is 70 to 90 days.

Behavior: In day time it seats out of water for
basking. When threatened, escape into water.
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Rafetus euphraticus (Daudin, 1802)
Euphrates Softshell Turtle
18 o cole slaol
Testudo euphratica Daudin, 1802
Trionyx euphraticus: Wermuth & Mertens, 1977

Rafetus euphraticus: Ernst & Barbour, 1989

Exterior characteristics: The roundish, oval
carapace of the Euphrates soft shell turtle
is dark olive green, Uniform or with small
yellow or whitish dots. Head, neck and limbs
uniform dark brown, light brown, olive brown
or with small yellow dot and spots. Plastron
whitish yellow with dark green or brown marks.
Carapace and plastron without horny plates;
Carapaceflat, withoutridges; Feet with 3 claws.
Straight carapace length 68 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Turkey, Syriaand
Iraq.

Reproduction: It’s oviparous. The Euphrates
softshell turtle digs anest chamber in sand that
isbetween 13 and 50 centimeters deep. The eggs
are deposited in the bottom of the chamber, and
have around, hollow space above them. The
clutchsizeisupto 40 eggs. The eggshells are
hard, with a pinkish color.

Behavior: It’s diurnal. In day time it seats out of
water for basking. When threatened, they dive
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19 juogo Culs Y
Testudo graeca Linnaeus, 1758
Spur-thighed Tortoise

18 o code slaol
Testudo graeca Linnaeus, 1758
Testudo buxtoni Boulenger, 1921
Testudo perses Perild, 2002

Exterior characteristics: Carapace is dull
yellow, brownish or dark olive with black
anterior and lateral margins on the carapace
plates; there may or may not be small irregular
black markings on the areola of each scute. The
plastronis yellowish, grayish or greenish yellow
with or without large blackish blotches on the
larger plates. Head covered by shields; hindlimbs
elephantine, toes unwebbed; forelimb with 5
claws; alarge subconical tubercle on posterior
aspectof thigh. Straight carapace length 29 cm.
Global distribution: Spain, Italy, France,
Serbia, Montenegro, Greece, Albania, Romania,
Bulgaria, Turkey, Morocco, Egypt, Algeria,
Tunisia, Libya, Palestine, Syria, Iran, Iraq, Russia,
Armenia, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and Georgia.
Reproduction: It’s oviparous. A typical
clutch consists of 4 to 5 eggs. Incubation takes
appr(;imaﬁxﬂs to 80 days.
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Testudo horsfieldii Gray, 1844
Horsfield’s Tortoise

18 o sode slaol
Testudo horsfieldii Gray, 1844
Homopus burnesii Blyth, 1854
Agrionemys horsfieldii:
Khozatsky & Mlynarski, 1966

Exterior characteristics: Carapace varies in
color fromuniformly light brown to yellowish
brown with extensive dark brown markings on
each scute; plastron black with yellow seams;
head and limbs are yellowish brown, with the
jaws being noticeably darker and the neck,
especially in younger specimens, tending to
be lighter (more yellowish) in color. Head
covered by shields; hindlimbs elephantine,
toes unwebbed; forelimb with 4 claws; no large
subconical tubercle on posterior aspect of thigh.
Straight carapace length 22 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Russia, China,
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan and
Pakistan.
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Crocodiles
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Crocodylus palustris (Lesson, 1831)
Mugger Crocodile
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Exterior characteristics: Juveniles are light
tan in color with black cross-banding on the
body and tail but this fades with age as the body
becomes uniform grey to brown. Dorsal plates
in 16 to 18 transverse, and 4 or 6 longitudinal
series; 16 rectangular smooth plates across
middle ofbelly; 4 or 5 large nuchal plates; width
of snout about 60 percent of length; 19 teeth
inupper jaw on each side. Average body size
3m sometimes up to 4m that about half of that
belongs to its tail.

Global distribution: Bangladesh, Iran, India,
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Reproduction: It’s oviparous and lays 10to 48
(usually 20to 30) eggs. Incubation period is about
50to60days.

Behavior: The muggeris ahighly social species
that communicates through visual and audible
signals. Ithasadominance hierarchy and exhibits
territoriality. Males thrash their tails and lift their
snouts to establish territories and gain dominance
before courtshipand mating.







Worm lizards
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Diplometopon zarudnyi

Nikolsky, 1907
Zarudnyi’s Worm Lizard

18 o cole slaol
Diplometopon zarudnyi Nikolsky, 1907
Pachycalamus zarudnyiBoulenger, 1920

Diplometopon shueaibi Niazi, 1979
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Exterior characteristics: Body Pinkish, light brown, violet-brown or bluish brown; dotted with
numerous black dots. Limbs absent; body segmented; pectoral annuli not differentiated from other
annuli; four large plates cover top of head (occasionally 5); eyes conspicuous; no lateral line or
groove; deep ventral median sulcus extending almost entire distance from head to anal region; tail
acuminate; preanal pores present. Body length 20 cm.

Globaldistribution: Iran, [raq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Oman and United Arab Emirates.
Reproduction: Females lay the eggs during July.

Behavior: This is aburrowing species and can move backward as good as forward.
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