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Dolichophis jugularis
(Linnaeus, 1758)
Black Whip Snake
18] o ‘;oJ.G Lglb'ol.i
Coluber jugularis Linnaeus, 1758

Hierophis jugularis: Schatti, 1988
Dolichophis jugularis: Nagy et al., 2004

Exterior characteristics: Body black without
any pattern; with paler ventral surface; throat
region and upper lip red. Dorsal scales smooth
in 19 rows at midbody; 8 supralabials; dorsal
scales with 2 apical pits; ventrals 189 to 220,
subcaudals 99 to 128. Total length 150 cm; tail
38 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Turkey, Palestine,
Greece, Syria, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Kuwait.
Reproduction: This snake is oviparous and
lays 5to 12 eggsin summer. Eggs are relatively
elongate with the size of 5cm for each egg.
Behavior: This snake is often aggressive.
When faced with humans, it shows rapid head
attacks and itmakes “hiss” noise and continual
attacks to frighten them and somehow it bites
the humans.
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Dolichophis schmidti
(Nikolsky, 1909)
Fire Racer Snake

18 o gode sl
Coluber schmidtiNikolsky, 1909
Hierophis schmidti: Schatti, 1988

Dolichophis schmidti: Nagy et al., 2004

Exterior characteristics: Dorsally brownish
red or dark red, margins of scales lighter with
dark rust color in middle with irregular spots
dorsally; venter yellow pink; upper surface of
head with dark spots. Dorsal scales smooth in 19
rows at midbody; 8 supralabials; dorsal scales
with 2 apical pits; ventrals 185t0207; subcaudals
8010 100. Total length 140 cm; tail 35 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan,
Armenia, Turkmenistan, Turkey, Georgia and
Jordan.

Reproduction: This snake is oviparous and
lays 5to 12 eggs in summer.

- -Behavior: It can be found close-tO;mQan >
umandisturbance. -
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Eirenis collaris (Menetries, 1832)
Collared Dwarf Racer

1083 yio ol ool
Coluber collaris Menetries, 1832

Coronella collaris: Bethold: 1850
Eirenis collaris: Defilippi, 1865

Exterior characteristics: Body lightolive,
grey or light brown; center of each scale pale;
head and neck ofjuveniles with yellow-edged
black spots, in adults, spots indistinct; venter
pale and without spots. Dorsal scales smooth,
in 15 rows at midbody; internasal suture usually
distinctly shorter than prefrontal suture; a single
elongate loreal present; males with less than 180
ventrals, females with less than 200; subcaudals
50to 63; anal divided. Total length 38 cm; tail
7cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Iraq, Bulgaria,
Turkey, Lebanon, Russia, Georgia, Armenia and
Azerbaijan.
Reproduction: Lays4 to 8 eggs in summer.
Behavior: Itis mostly seen beneath rocks and
stones. '
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Eirenis coronella (Schlegel, 1837)
Crowned Dwarf Racer

18 o oole slaol
Calamaria coronella Schlegel, 1837
Homalosoma (Pediophis) coronella:
Fitzinger, 1843
Eirenis coronella: Baran, 1978

Exterior characteristics: Body light buffto
light brown with dark brown transverse bars
extending to tail tip; lips yellow, vertical black
barunder eye and on lastupper labial; venter
yellow, pale yellow to White with small, round
brown spots. Dorsal scales smoothin 15 rows
atmidbody; internasal suture usually distinctly
shorter than prefrontal suture; a single small
square loreal present; 7 supralabials; ventrals
129to 155; subcaudals 37 to 45; anal divided.
Totallength 33 cm; tail 8§ cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Turkey, Jordan,
Syria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Palestine.
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Eirenis coronelloides (JAN, 1862)
Striped Dwarf Snake
18 Yo cole glaol
Homalosoma coronelloides JAN, 1862
Eirenis coronelloides: Sivan & Werner, 2003

Eirenis (Pediophis) coronelloides:
Nagy et al., 2004

Exterior characteristics: Dorsum beige or
greyish with distinct dark bands; head with
distinct blotch creates a crown which might
touch collarband; belly with abroad dark stripe,
most prominent in the anterior part of the venter;
Dorsal scalesin 13to 17 rows, ventral scales 123
to 155, subcaudal scales 30 to 48, supralabials
7to 8, preocular 1; postocularia 2 to 3. Total
length 28 cm; tail 5 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Turkey, Syria,
Lebanon, Palestine, Jordan and Iraq.
Reproduction: Like other members of the
genus this snake is probably oviparous.
Behavior: A diurnal snake, living under small
stones in loose soil and in areas with sparse

vegetation, between 568 to 740ma.s.l. v
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Eirenis decemlineatus
(Dumeril, Bibron & Dumeril, 1854)
Ten-striped Dwarf Snake

18 o cole slaol
Ablabes decemlineatus

Dumeril, Bibron&Dumeril, 1854
Contia decemlineata: Werner, 1898
Eirenis decemlineatus: Venchi&Sindaco, 2006

Exterior characteristics: Body pale brown;
ventral unicolor white; two pairs of longitudinal
dark lines on back, extending to tip of the tail;
sometimes back color is uniform and without
longitudinal lines. Dorsal scales in 17 rows at
midbody; frontal shield twice as long as wide;
;males with 159 to 172 ventrals, females with
175 to 180; subcaudals 64 to 85; anal divided.
Total length 90 cm; tail 16 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Turkey, Palestine,
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Iraq.
Reproductlon. This snake is 0v1pa ‘Q_g,si' i
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Eirenis kermanensis

Rajabizadeh, Schmidtler, Orlov &
Soleimani, 2012
Kerman Dwarf Snake

Exterior characteristics: Dorsal body and
tail ground color is light brown with parallel
black dorsal bands which run regularly from
nape to anterior one third of tail; dorsal head
ground color is light brown with irregular black
blotches on frontal, supraocular, parietal and
temporals;ventral side of body and head is
yellowish. Dorsal scales inrows15, ventral
scalesin 154 to 156 rows, subcaudal scales 63,
supralabials scales 6. Total length 35 cm; tail 9 cm.
Global distribution: Iran. m %
Reproduction: Like other members of the
genus this snake is probably oviparous.
Behavior: No dataavailable.
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Eirenis medus (Chernov, 1940)
Dwarf snake

18 o cole slaol
Contia meda Chernov,1940
Eirenis medus: Schmidtler&Schmidtler, 1978

Eirenis meda: Latifi, 1991

Exterior characteristics: Body grey, olive-
green, brownish buff with transverse, narrow
dark bands and small dark spots laterally,
extending onto tail; scale edges darker than in
the middle; venter pale, without spots. Dorsal
scales smooth, in 15 rows; Loreal on second
supralabial and in contact with third supralabial
inone point; ventrals 144 to 171; subcaudals 42
to 58; anal divided. Total length 43 cm; tail 7 cm.
Global distribution: Iran and Turkmenistan.
Reproduction: This snake is oviparous and
lays2to3 eggs.

Behavior: Itis usually found beneath stones.
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Eirenis modestus (Martin, 1838)
Asia Minor Dwarf Racer

18 o cole slaol
Coronella modesta Martin, 1838
Ablabes modestus: Boettger, 1880

FEirenis modestus: Engelmann et al., 1993

Exterior characteristics: Body uniformolive
or dark brown withno spots; abow-shaped mark
on nape connected to black parietal blotch; two
connected dark bow-shaped mark between
eyes; head patterns indistinct in adult; venter
pale, without spots. Rostral not exceptionally
large, does not extend noticeably onto upper
surface of snout; dorsal scales smooth, in
17 rows; supralabials 7 (3rd and 4th touches
eyes); infralabials 8 or 9; ventrals 161 to 179;
subcaudals 71 to 83; anal divided. Total length
61 cm;tail 17 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, Palestine, Syria,
Turkey, Greece,Russia, Armenia, Georgia,
Azerbaijan and Iraq.
Reproduction: Lays 3 to 8 relatively large
p S ncathn Stor
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Eirenis punctatolineatus
(Boettger, 1892)
Dotted Dwarf Racer

18 o code slaol
Cyclophis modestus var. punctatolineata
Boettger, 1892
Eirenis iranica Schmidt, 1939
Eirenis iranicus: Rastegar-pouyaniet al.,2008
Eirenis punctatolineatus: Engelmann et al., 1993

Exterior characteristics: Body light brown,
uniform or with longitudinal black stripes
extending to tail; no transverse dark bands
on neck; venter uniform pale. Rostral not
exceptionally large, does not extend noticeably
onto upper surface of snout; dorsal scales in
17 rows; supralabials 7 (3rd and 4th touches
eyes); infralabials 8 or 9; ventrals 150 to 181;
subcaudals 62 to 86; anal divided. Total length
58 cm;tail 16 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, [raq, Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Turkey.

Reproduction: This snake is oviparous and
eachtimelays 1 to 8 eggs.

spends most of the

Behavior: This species is secretive and it
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Eirenis rechingeri Eiselt, 1971
Dwarf Snake

18 Yo ol slaol
Eirenis rechingeri Eiselt, 1971
Eirenis (Pediophis) rechingeri:
Nagy et al., 2004
Eirenis rechingeri:
Rastegar-pouyani et al., 2008

Exterior characteristics: Body yellowish
brown with two longitudinal dark lines; darker
in anterior and faded in posterior part; dark to
black dots on head; ventral unicolor yellow;
dark zigzag strip on laterals; 5 longitudinal
lines on tail and 2 dark bar on neck. Dorsal
scale smooth, in 15 rows; a single square loreal
in contact with first supralabial; frontal shield
longer than its distance to end of snout and
shorter than parietal; 7 supralabials; ventrals
157; subcaudals 58 to 59; anal divided. Total
length 34 cm; tail 8 cm.

Global distribution: Iran.

Reproduction: This snake is oviparous and
laystwo eggs.

Behavior: This species is secretive spending
mostits time underrocks.
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Elaphe dione (Pallas, 1773)

Dione’s Snake
18 Yo ol glaol
Coluber dionePallas, 1773
Chironius dione: Fitzinger, 1826
Elaphis dione: Duméril&Bibron, 1854

Exterior characteristics: Body light brown,
olive-green, or pale brownish grey with transverse
bands of dark brown or dark brick-red bordered
with black; normally with three dark, more or less
longitudinal stripes, two of which extend onto
tail; on head, zigzagging irregular brown stripe
extends to nape; one dark stripe extends from eye
to corner of mouth; occasionally body uniformly
dark; venter yellow with black spots; ventral
yellowish with black spots. Dorsal scales smooth or
weakly keeled, in27t029 rows atmidbody; 8 or9
supralabials; asingle large preocular and one small
scale below that; 2 or 3 postoculars; rostral width
more than its length and penetrates the internasal
inatriangular shape; ventrals 187to 215; caudal
scales61to77. Total length 121 cm; tail 21 cm.
Global distribution: Ukraine, Russia, Georgia,
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Iran,
Armenia, Kyrgyzstan, Korea, Mongolia, China.
Reproduction: This snake is oviparous.
Behavior: Generally is rather quiet, diurnal,
curious and interested in its surroundings. When
threatened, tremble tip of the tail.
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Elaphe sauromates (Pallas, 1814)
Blotched Rat Snake

18 Yo cole slaol
Coluber sauromates Pallas, 1814
Elaphis sauromates: Duméril&Bibron, 1854

Coluber quatuorlineatus sauromates:
Werner, 1899

Exterior characteristics: body brownish grey
with a few series of elliptical zigzag-shaped dark
spots and four longitudinally unbroken dark
stripes: head usually brown and often with dark
diagonal stripes extending from eye to corner of
mouth; venter pale yellow. Dorsal scales smooth or
weakly keeled, in 25 rows at midbody; 8 (rarely 9)
supralabials; asingle preocular and one small scale
below that; 2 or 3 postoculars; rostral width more
thanits length and doesn’t penetrate the internasal
inatriangular shape; ventrals 200 to 213; caudal
scales 61 to 74. Total length 141 cm; tail 26 cm.
Globaldistribution: Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Syria,
Greece, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, Moldova,
Georgia, Moldavia, Lebanon, Kazakhstan,
Russia, Slovenia, Turkmenistan, Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Palestine.

Reproduction: Lays 6to 16 eggs in summer.
Behavior: This species climbsup
trees in search ofbird’s nests.
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Hemorrhois nummifer (Reuss, 1834)

Asian Racer

18 o cole slaol
Coluber nummifer Reuss, 1834
Zamenis nummifer: Boulenger, 1893
Hemorrhois nummifer: Nagy et al.,2004

Exterior characteristics: Body dark olive gray
with light spots; bigblack margin brown or olive
spots on back; round small spots on laterals;
3 longitudinal line on tail; venter yellow with
brown or black dots on lateral sides of each
scales. Dorsal scales faintly keeled, in 23 (rarely
25)rows atmidbody; 9 supralabials; no or one
supralabial (mostly 6th supralabial) in contact
with orbit; usually 2 preoculars in addition to
subocular(s); ventrals 195 to 216; subcaudals 79
to 107. Total length 120 cm; tail 27 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Greece, Cyprus,
Turkey, Palestine, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan,
Egypt, Iraq, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.
Reproduction: Lays 3 to 7 eggs.

Behavior: When threatened, it mimics the

vipers. It coils its body, makes hiss noise % :

attacks with its head in order to bite._
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Hemorrhois ravergieri
(Menetries, 1832)

Spotted Wipe Snake |

18y ol slaol
Coluber ravergieri Menetries, 1832
Zamenis ravergieri:Boulenger, 1893

Hemorrhois ravergieri: Nagy et al., 2004

Exterior characteristics: Body uniform buff,
grey, light brown, brownish olive, yellows grey,
or brown with various patterns, dorsally with
alternate dark blotches (sometimes square-
shaped) and black spots; three continuous dark
stripes on tail; head with dark Stripes extending
diagonally to corner of mouth and a dark
line under eye; venter pale, often with small
spots; head or entire body occasionally black.
Dorsal scales strongly keeled, in 21 (rarely 23)
rows at midbody; 9 or 10 supralabials; 9to 11
infralabials; usually 2 preoculars, one subocular
and 2 (rarely 3) postoculars; ventrals 192 to 226;
subcaudals 62 to 105. Total length 159 cm; tail
37 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Kazakhstan,
Armenia, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Greece, Turkey, Iraq,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria,
Palestine, Mongolia and China. b,
Reproduction: Lays 3 to 7 eggs.
Behavior: When threatened, it mimi
vipers. It coils its body, makes hiss noi
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Hierophis andreanus (Werner, 1917)
Andreas' Racer

18y ol slaol
Zamenis andreana Werner, 1917
Coluber andreanus: Schatti & Monsch, 2004
Zamenis andreanus: Rastegar-pouyanietal., 2008
Hierophis andreanus: Torki, 2010

Exterior characteristics: Body pale brown
to light olive, cream or gray; with small dark
brown dots on anterior part; posterior without
any dots; ventral side unicolor, yellowish white
to white. Pupil round; Dorsal scalesin 17 rows
atmidbody; 7 supralabials; 7 or 8 infralabials;
two preoculars; one loreal and 2 postoculars;
ventrals 127; subcaudals 97. Total length 75 cm.
Global distribution: Iran.

Reproduction: Itis oviparous but there is not
any additional data aboutreproduction behavior

iss nake
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Lycodon striatus (Shaw, 1802)
Barred Wolf Snake
18 Yo cole glaol
Coluber striatus Shaw, 1802
Lycodon striatus: Stoliczka, 1870
Ophites striatus: Wall, 1921

Exterior characteristics: Body dark brown
or chocolate with transverse pale beige spots
extending from neck to base of tail; distance
between spots longer anteriorly; venter pale white.
Dorsals shiny smooth, in 17 rows at midbody;
eyes small with vertically elliptic pupils; loreal
large and notin contact with eye; 8 supralabials (3
in contact with orbit); 9 infralabials; usually one
preocularand 2 postoculars; subcaudals more than
60; anal divided. Total length 38 cm, tail 9 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, Sri Lanka, India,
Pakistan, Russia, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan and Nepal.
Reproduction: Lays 2 to4 eggs in summer.
Behavior: If stumbled, it will timidly make an
attempt to escape and if cornered coil itselfup and
hides head shows its thick coils to protectitself.
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Lytorhynchus diadema
(Nikolsky, 1907)
Crowned Leaf-nosed Snake
18 o code gLl
Lytorhynchus gaddiNikolsky, 1907
Lytorhynchus diadema: Sochurek, 1979

Exterior characteristics: Body buff-yellow
or light-grey with longitudinal series of dark
elliptically transverse spots along length of body
spots on mid-body pale, remainder of patterns
similar to L.ridgewayi. Rostral shield broadly
truncate, as broad at its base as its width at its
anterior most projection; 8 supralabials; fifth
supralabial in contact with orbit; 9 infralabials;
dorsal scales smooth, in 19 rows at midbody;
ventrals 173 to 198; subcaudals 33 to 47. Total
length 51 cm; tail 8§ cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Saudi Arabia, Oman,
United Arab Emirates , Kuwaitand Iraq.
Reproduction: This snake is oviparous.
Behavior: this snake isnocturnal or crepuscular
during the summer, re 51d1ng in burrows durmg
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Lytorhynchus maynardi

Alcock & Finn, 1897
Maynard's Long-nosed Sand Snake

Exterior characteristics: Body sandy, light
brown or cream with dark brown or black
transverse bars; ventral whitish. Rostral narrow
and pointed; supralabials separated from eye
by suboculars; dorsal scalein 19 or21 rows at
midbody; ventrals 187t0202; subcaudals 53 to
62.Total length 34 cm; tail 7cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

Reproduction: Itis oviparous, with clutch sizes
of2to4eggs.

Behavior: This species is fossorial. Ithas been
recorded as being active at night on low sand
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Boulenger, 1887
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Lytorhynchus ridgewayi

Derafshi Snake

18 o cole slaol
Lytorhynchus ridgewayi Boulenger, 1887
Lytorhynchus gabrielis Werner, 1938
Lytorhynchus ridgewayi: Smith, 1943

Exterior characteristics: Body grey, buff
yellow with pattern of brown spots; dark-edged
brown, anchor-shaped spot on head, with its
arms extended symmetrically from frontal
and prefrontal along each side of eye to comer
of mouth, body of anchor extending through
parietals to nape; dorsally body with relatively
large zigzag-shaped spots, alternating laterally
with smaller brownish grey spots; brownish grey
extending to tail tip; venter pale or white. Rostral
narrowly truncate anteriorly; 9 supralabials,
usually separated from eye by suboculars; 12
or 13 infralabials; dorsal scale in 23 rows at
midbody; ventrals 161 to 188; subcaudals 41 to
54.Totallength 48 cm; tail 7 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan, Afghanistan and Pakjs‘f’an e
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Malpolon insignitus
(Geoffroy St.Hilarire, 1809)

Eastern Montpellier Snake
18 o cole slaol
Coluber insignitus Geoffroy St.Hilarire, 1809
Malpolon monspessulanus insignitus:
Esterauber, 1985
Malpolon insignitus: Carranza et al., 2006

Exterior characteristics: Dorsally brown,
olive-green, green or dark charcoal brown, brown
edged pale spots; margins of scales occasionally
with yellow spots or mixed dark and white spots;
venter yellowish white with black and white spots.
Dorsal surface of snout with longitudinal concave
furrow; 8 (rarely 9) supralabials, two in contact with
orbit; 10 or 11 infralabials; dorsal scales smooth,
in 17 rows at midbody; frontal narrower than the
supraocular; two loreals; ventrals 168 to 183;
subcaudals 72t095. Total length 180 cm; tail 35 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, Morocco, Algeria,
Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Palestine, Jordan, Syria,
Turkey, Greece, Cyprus, Iraqg and Lebanon.
Reproduction: Laysup to 20 eggs in summer.
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Natrix natrix (Linnaeus, 1758)
Ringed Snake

18y cole slaol
Coluber natrix Linnaeus, 1758
Tropidonotus natrix:
Dumeril, Bibron & Dumeril, 1854
Natrix natrix: Stejneger, 1907

Exterior characteristics: Body usually olive,
olive grey, pale green or brown with interlaced
spots; dorsal surface with fused dark spots; back
ofhead usually with two dark stripes in shape
of A ; venterreddish yellow with square black
spots; some snakes unicolored, occasionally
black. Internasals trapezoid; 1 (rarely 2)
preocular; rostral-firstupper labial suture equal
torostral-internasal suture; 7 (rarely 8) upper
labials; dorsal scales strongly keeled, in 19
rows; ventrals 167 to 184; subcaudals 53 to 86.
Totallength 100 cm; tail 22 cm.

Global distribution: Eurpe, Turkey, Cyprus,
Iran, Syria, China, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia,
Russia, Armenia, Georgia, Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Mongolia.
Reproduction: Lays 6 to 12 eggs under moist
leaves or mosses; eggs hatches after two months.
Behavior: The Ringed Snake shows itselfas a
dead body called ‘play dead’ when threatened,
which may dissuade certain predators from
killing them. When caught, they hiss loudly,
release pungent and foul smelling substances
from :['he anal gland. ———
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Natrix tessellata (Laurenti, 1768)

Dice Snake
18y ol slaol
Coronella tessellata Laurenti, 1768
Natrix tessellate: Merrem, 1820
Tropidonotus tessellatus: Boulenger, 1893

Exterior characteristics: Body usually olive,
olive-grey, pale green or brown with interlaced
spots; dorsal surface with fused dark spots; back
ofhead usually with two dark stripes in shape of
A; venterreddish yellow with square black spots;
some snakes unicolored, occasionally black.
Internasals more or less triangular, rostral-first
upper labial suture longer than rostral-internasal
suture; 2 or 3 (rarely 1) preoculars; 8 upper
labials; dorsal scales strongly keeled, in 19 rows;
Ventrals 160to 197; subcaudals 48 to 86. Total
length 103 cm;tail 21 cm.

Global distribution: Europe, Turkey, Cyprus,
Afghanistan, Russia, Armenia, Georgia,
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Iraq,
Iran, Syria, Jordan, Yemen, Lebanon, Egypt,
Palestine, Pakistan and China.

Reproduction: Lays 5to 12 eggs.

Behavior: Like N.natrix, when it is disturbed it
gives outa whistle and if it gets caught its anal
gland sends forth a disgusting smell; one more
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Oligodon taeniolatus (Jerdon, 1853)
Streaked Kukri Snake

18 o cole slaol
Coronellataeniolata Jerdon, 1853
Coluber taeniolatus: Daudin, 1803

Oligodon taeniolatus: Wall, 1921

Exterior characteristics: Body sandy to tan
with dark grey spots with narrow transverse
white margins alternating with dark and narrow,
pale spots dorsally and laterally; nape with
dark N shaped mark, apex of mark on parietal;
dark band across frontal between Corners of
mouth; dark inter-orbital stripe; venter pale,
without spots. Rostral large, higher than wide;
2 preoculars; 2 postoculars; 5 or 6 supralabials,
3thand 4th bordering eyes; 6 or 7 infralabials;
1+3 temporals; dorsals smooth, in 15 rows;
ventrals 189 to 201; subcaudals 45 to 52; anal
plate divided. Total length 48 cm; tail 7 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, India, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Turkmenistan and Afghanistan.
Reproduction: Very little is known about
its reproductive habits. Itis most likely to be
oviparous.

Behavior: Itisadiurnal snake, but may remain
active by night. It prefers areas near water
where frog spawn can be found and leaflitter. It
frequently ventures close to human dwellings
andresides in nearby flowerpots or vegetation.

Itisavery timid snake and flees with highspeed

or cornered in any way, it would attack w
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Platyceps karelini (Brandt, 1838)

Spotted Desert Racer

18 o cole slaol
Coluber (Tyria) karelini Brandt, 1838
Zamenis karelini: Boulenger, 1890

Platyceps karelini: Nagy et al., 2004

Exterior characteristics: Body yellow,
light grey, or light brown with incomplete
dark or black bands notreaching ventrals;
laterally black spots alternate with bands, spots
and bands distinct anteriorly and indistinct
Posteriorly; no spots and bands on tail; black
spotsunder eyes and in temporal region venter
pale without spots. A single preocular in
contact with frontal; small sub-preocular; 2
postoculars, a large sub-postocular; 9 (rarely 8
or 10) supralabials, 5th in contact with orbit; 9
or 10 infralabials; dorsals smooth, in 19 rows;
ventrals 199to215; subcaudals 91 to 108; anal
divided. Total length 107 cm; tail 25 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan.

Reproduction: This snakeis ovi argu.and the
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Platyceps najadum (Eichwald, 1831)
Dahls Wipe Snake
133 e ole ol
Dyrianajadum Eichwald, 1831

Colubernajadum: Schmidt, 1939
Platyceps najadum: Schatti & Monsch, 2004

Exterior characteristics: Body anteriorly
dark olive with series of dark, white-edged
spots on each side; head olive or uniform grey,
lips and snout yellow or white; most of body,
especially anteriorly olive, pinkish yellow
or brown; venter yellow or white. A single
preocular in contact with frontal; 2 postoculars;
8 supralabials, 4th and 5th in contact with orbit;
9 or 10infralabials; dorsals smooth, in 19 rows;
ventrals 211 to239; subcaudals 89 to 142; anal
divided. Total length 115 ;tail 37 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Croatia, Albania,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Monte Negro,
Macedonia, Greece, Bulgaria, Turkey, Cyprus,
Turkmenistan, Lebanon, Russia, Armenia,
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Syria, Palestine and Iraq
Reproduction: Itis oviparous and lays 3 to 5
relatively large eggs in late summer.
Behavior: This snake can climb on bushes and
trees; Moves very quickly and keeps anterior
part of its body above ground while speedi
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Platyceps rhodorachis (Jan, 1865)
Braid Snake
1831 yio ool Lol
Zamenis rhodorachis Jan, 1865

Coluber rhodorachis: Parker, 1931
Platyceps rhodorachis: Utiger et al., 2002

Exterior characteristics: Body olive, light greyish
green, brownish olive, uniform or variously striped
and patterned. In Pr.rhodorachis, dorsally an orange
or brownish-reddish stripe extending from nape to
tip of tail; Butin Pr.ladacensis nored line dorsally,
anterior and posterior portions of body differently
colored anterior with irregular zigzag dark stripes
with smaller spots on sides; posterior uniform olive
grey. Asingle preocular in contact with frontal; small
sub-preocular; 2 postoculars; 9 supralabials, Sthand
6th in contact with orbit; dorsals smooth, in 19 rows;
ventrals 214 to 262; subcaudals 113 to 154; anal
divided. Total length 129 cm; tail 35 cm.

Global distribution: Iran, Algeria, Libya, Egypt,
Palestine, Jordan, Syria Sudan, Eritrea, Ethiopia,
Somalia, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates,
Chad, Oman, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India,
Yemen, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.

Reproduction: Lays 3 to 7 relatively large eggs
in late summer.
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Platyceps ventromaculatus
(Gray, 1834)

Glossy-bellied Racer

18 Yo ol sl
Coluberventromaculatus Gray, 1834
Zamenis ventrimaculatus: Gunther, 1859

Platyceps ventromaculatus:
Schatti&Monsch,2004

Exterior characteristics: Body light grayish
olive to brownish olive, unicolor or with
different markings: occasionally irregular
black transverse narrow black spots or anterior
part fading to posterior and tail; ventral whitish
with small dark dots on exterior edges. A
single preocular in contact with frontal; small sub-
preocular; 2 postoculars; 9 supralabials, Sth and 6th
in contact with orbit; dorsals smooth, in 19 rows;
ventrals 194 to 211; subcaudals 82 to 119; anal
divided. Total length 125 cm; tail 28 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, India, Turkey,
Pakistan, Russia, Afghanistan, Jordan, Iraq, Kuwait,
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates.
Reproduction: Lays 3 to 7 eggs each time.

Behavior: A fastactive snake Whic'hgives rise
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Psammophis lineolatus (Brandt, 1836)
Steppe Ribbon Racer

18 o cole slaol
Coluber (Taphrometopon) lineolatus
Brandt, 1836
Taphrometoponl ineolatum: Boulenger, 1896
Psammophis lineolatus: Smith, 1943

Exterior characteristics: Body greyish
olive-yellow, dorsal scales with light margins,
two light brown and two dark brown or black
stripes extend from behind eves arid upper lip
along body to tail tip; body spots occasionally
indistinct; venter light yellow or grey-olive with
brownish grey spots, spots largest anteriorly. A
single preocular in contact with frontal; 2 or 3
postoculars; 9 supralabials, 3 of them in contact
with orbit; infralabials 10 or 11; dorsalsin 17 rows
atmidbody; ventrals 175to 197; subcaudals 71 to
101;anal divided. Total length 100 cm; tail 26 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, China, Kazakhstan,
Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Mongolia.
Reproduction: Itis oviparous.
Behavior: This snake is diurnal and climbs the
bushes and small trees for sunning.
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Psamophis schokari (Forskal, 1775)
Schokari Sand Racer
18 o cole slaol
Coluber schokariForskal, 1775
Psammophis punctatus Dumeril&Bibron, 1854
Psamophis schokari: Schmidt, 1939

Exterior characteristics: Body pale olive-
yellow or pink; one longitudinal white spotted
stripe between two longitudinal brown Stripes,
extending from head to tail tip; supraoculars
white-centered with brown margins; two
dark lateral stripes on body; venter yellowish
white with dark spots. A single preocular in
contact with frontal; 2 (rarely 3) postoculars;
9 supralabials, usually 5th and 6th in contact
with orbit, occasionally 4th and 5th or 6th and
7th; infralabials 10 or 11; dorsalsin 17 rows at
midbody; ventrals 172 to 195; subcaudals 76 to
125; anal divided.Total length 141 cm; tail 45 cm.
Global distribution: Iran, India, Afghanistan,
Pakistan, Turkmenistan, Morocco, Algeria,
Libya, Egypt, Palestine, Mali, Niger, Nigeria,
Sudan, Mauritania, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia,
Saudi Arabia, Oman, United Arab Emirate,
Kuwait, Syria, Jordan, Iraqand Yemen.
Reproduction: Lays2to 6 eggs.

Behavior: Itis an agile and active daytime
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Pseudocyclophis persicus
(Anderson, 1872)

Persian Dwarf Snake

18 o cole slaol
Cyclophis persicus Anderson, 1872
Pseudocyclophis persicus: Boettger, 1888
FEirenis persicus: Forcart, 1950

Exterior characteristics: Body brownish
light grey; center of each scale darker, snout
pale; one transverse dark bar between eyes,
another extending from parietal to temporal,
and a third on the neck; venter solid and pale.
Loreal shield absent; dorsal scalesin 15 rows
atmidbody; 7 upper labials; ventral scales 190
to221;subcaudal scales 62 to 84; anal divided.
Total length 39 cm; tail 7 cm.

Global distribution: Turkmenistan, Armenia,
Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
Reproduction: Itis oviparous and lays4 to 8
eggs in summer.

Behavior: During the day it stays under the
rocks.
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